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National Grid for Learning Russia 1900 - 1924


Lesson number and title: 

Lesson 3. Was Nicholas II a good ruler of Russia?  
Aims and objectives: 
To discover through an analysis of Primary sources whether or not Tsar Nicholas had the characteristics to be an effective Tsar
Historical skills: 


Interpretations    

Key skills:  



Communication/ ICT
Resources: 
Sources on Tsar Nicholas II, PowerPoint presentation, Templates Source Sheet (Word), student scale template
ISM: 
Ask students to brainstorm the attributes of a good ruler. 

Students in pairs can be asked to look at the source of the Tsar and the Tsarina and brainstorm the attributes that Nicholas would have to possess in order to rule the country well. Students are to be encouraged to then record their findings on the interactive white board.  Students can be given a copy of the source to stick into their notes in order to record the different group’s ideas. 
Activity 1: 
The key question is placed on the board. Slide 3 Half the class is given a source from someone who praised Nicholas II, the other half are given a source from someone who criticised him. The student’s feedback to the class - what their source says. Students have to consider at which point it is clear that there are 2 interpretations of the one man!

Activity 2:  
Students to be given access to the scale template and the sources word document either as a hard document or in the shared documents area.  Pupils must then make a record of the Tsars positive attributes and negative attributes. This should empower them to make an analysis of his ability to rule Russia.
Activity 3: 
Ask students to question the validity of the evidence that they have used and colour code the sources on the following criteria: dependable, uncertain and unreliable.
Plenary:  
Two students are chosen for ‘hot seating’, they have to speak for 1 minute on the key question. One will be in favour the other against. They should be encouraged to use all the evidence. The remaining students have to debate whether they consider the Tsar to have the necessary attributes to be a good ruler of Russia.

