Monmouth Comprehensive School
                                    
National Grid for Learning Russia 1900 - 1924


Lesson number and title : 

Lesson 2. Why was Russia such a hard country to rule in 1900?  

Aims and objectives: 


To discover the difficulties in ruling a vast empire in 1900.
Historical skills:  


Knowledge and Understanding

Key skills: 



ICT
Resources: 
PowerPoint:  10 images of Russia lesson 1“interactive Russia map” (intranet computer suite) student outline maps of Russia in PowerPoint
ISM: 
Recap using the images from the cards in the previous lesson to show that the ruler of Russia was unpopular (why he was overthrown).  Students should realise that Russia was a hard country to rule (because it had so many problems)

Activity 1: 
Students discuss in groups what would make a country difficult to rule.  If students struggle, teacher could prompt them with tips e.g. How could the climate effect the way in which a country is governed?

Feedback into LH column of this table:

	Feature that would make a country difficult to rule
	Evidence of this feature in Russia in 1900

	
	


Activity 2: 



To find out whether Russia was difficult to rule:

Students are presented with interactive map of Russia on PowerPoint.  They come up and tap the interactive whiteboard on an area of Russia they wish to investigate.  Pictures of the scenery are revealed.  From that, students can guess what life was like there.  Information is also given.  Students fill in right hand column of the pre-prepared table as they go through. The PowerPoint file “outline maps of Russia” has outline maps of Russia in it if you wish to print off outline maps for students to make their notes around. Alternatively if you have access to a suite of computers the presentation could be made available in shared areas and the table competed in word.

For more information see the supplementary information on the spider diagrams folder.

Activity 3:
Class discussion on how the problems link together and make each other worse (e.g. poor farmland = starvation = rebellion = difficult to control because Russia is so big). Students could be asked to come to the front and draw one aspect of why Russia was such a difficult country to rule. The remaining students have to guess the problem.
Plenary:
Students are to rank the problems associated with ruling Russia in order of importance. 

Homework: 
You are a Russian Minister.  There is a new Tsar of Russia, Nicholas II. Write a report to him, explaining what the problems of governing Russia are and what he should do to solve these problems. 
Alternative activity 2:

Either:

1) Students attend a “dinner-party” in Russia in 1900.  Pairs of students are given one of 15 role-cards (peasants, church members, nobles, Bolsheviks, Socialist Revolutionaries, etc.)  Each role-card describes one person in the social structure of Russia.  Students organise themselves into a line – from highest social status to lowest.  Rich Russians can be given cake / caviar (?!), the middle-class bread / cake and poor peasants raw potato.  Discussion of how they feel takes place.  Students must then talk to as many of the other pairs as they can, to find out as much as they can about Russia in 1900.  All this discussion should reveal more about the different nationalities and classes in Russia, Russification, and the Russian system of government.  Students, again, fill in more details in RH column of table OR

2) Another possibility is to give out a map of Russia with the major features marked.  Also on the map, however, are some geographical landmarks from the school (e.g. bikesheds, etc.)  The teacher can then give the students a tour of “Russia” by walking round the school, telling students about what life was like in all the different parts of Russia.  This is a memorable exercise and helps students to understand the geography of Russia.


