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National Grid for Learning Russia 1900 - 1924


Lesson number and title:

Lesson 18: Who will succeed Lenin as ruler of the Communist Party?
Aims and objectives:

· Identify and understand the Communist Party split between Left and Right

· Communicate who would be a good candidate for leadership and why

· Understand how Stalin manoeuvred himself into power.

Historical skills:


Knowledge and Understanding
Key skills:



Problem Solving
Resources:
PowerPoint / Activsudio software for interactive whiteboard
(if available), textbook.
ISM:
Slide 1 and 2 Lenin’s Testament, class discussion upon why Lenin considered Stain dangerous and how power could be abused.
Activity 1:
Slide 3: Communist Party structure. Teacher must explain difference between Left and Right of the party. The teacher will introduce where Trotsky and Stalin stand on this scale. Pupils can make a copy in books or slides can be printed. 

Activity 2:
Slide 4: Interactive brainstorm of qualities needed by the next ruler of Russia to be successful.
Activity 3:
Slide 5: Who will be a better leader? Stalin or Trotsky? Pupils fill in arguments for and against either in their exercise books, or with a template onto the computer
Activity 4:



Feedback on written task.
Plenary: 
‘Anagrams’. Students are given a series of words that they have to unscramble. 
Extension task: 
Exam style evaluation question: “Stalin became leader of Russia because he was the best candidate”. Is this a valid interpretation?

