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National Grid for Learning Russia 1900 - 1924


Lesson number and title: 

Lesson 15 Impact of War Communism and the New Economic Policy.
Aims and objectives: 
To understand the consequences of War Communism and why the    Communists introduced the N.E.P.
Historical skills: 


Knowledge and Understanding
Key skills: 



Problem Solving
Resources: 



PowerPoint presentation: The impact of War Communism.
ISM: 
Two Russian peasants during the famine that was exacerbated by War Communism. Ask students to look at the image. The bottom half is covered. Teachers could use the interactive whiteboard or an ordinary whiteboard with a data projector. Ask students to draw or write what they think is happening under the covered part of the picture. Pupils can do this on the template provided.
Uncover the image. It is an image of two Russian peasants selling body parts during the famine. This demonstrates the horror of the famine and how desperate the Russian people had become. There is also a source from a Russian at the time which further reinforces the fact that people resorted to cannibalism to survive.
Activity 1:
Show the second slide of the problems caused by War Communism. In pairs or groups students are asked to imagine that they are a trusted advisor to Lenin and that they have witnessed the suffering of the people of Russia. What would they do to keep the Bolsheviks in power? Once they have discussed this, ask for responses from the whole class before showing the slide on the New Economic Policy.
Activity 2: 
Ask the students to think about Lenin’s New Economic Policy, is it what they decided? Do they think it is a good idea? Is it in line with communist ideology? What does Lenin mean by “two steps forward one step back”? Do they think that it is a betrayal of communist ideas?
Activity 3:
Ask students to think about the effects of the NEP. What would ordinary Russians think about the policy? How might their lives have changed?

Activity 4: 
Using the slide, ask students in a group to imagine that they are a foreign journalist investigating the communist policy of N.E.P. They are to interview four characters: An industrialist, a Party Member, a Worker and a Peasant. They should consider the impact of N.E.P. and whether it was a success or failure. This task could be set up in the following ways:
Students could be split up into groups each taking a character. They would research their role and present their documentary to the class. Alternatively, students could use a video camera and interview the characters in costume complete with music and editing of scenes. The 
documentary created will establish whether War Communism was a success or not. 
Students could be set this work as newspaper article exercise. A template is available and could be loaded onto the schools intranet. Students could complete the newspaper article using quotes from the people indicated and a judgement could be made at the end.

Plenary:    
Refer pupils back to the key question for the lesson.  In pairs one pupil has to explain the answer to the question to the other pupil. The second person has to listen because any one of the 'listeners' could get picked to explain to the whole class what was just explained to him / her.  The roles are rotated each lesson.

An alternative plenary: interactive penalty shoot out. http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/games/penaltyshootout/russia.htm 
The games on this website ore excellent, please try them for a variety of different topics. You can also purchase the software to  construct your own games. These could be set as homework where students develop their own questions.

