Monmouth Comprehensive School
                                    
National Grid for Learning Russia 1900 - 1924


The fall of the Tsar and the rise of the Communists!

Lesson number and title: 
Lesson 10:  The fall of the Tsar and the rise of the Communists: The First Russian Revolution

Aims and objectives: 


Why was the Tsar forced to abdicate in March 1917?

Historical skills: 


Causation and Chronology
Key skills:  



Communication
Resources: 
PowerPoint “Tsar’s statue - head on floor”.  
Word document “Why did the Tsar abdicate (OHP)”

ISM: 
Show students the picture of the Tsar’s statues’ head on the floor and Lenin’s statue. (PowerPoint “Tsar’s statue - head on floor”).  Discuss what may have happened. (Note you could compare this with images from the newspapers of Saddam Hussein’s statues).  Students work out what must have happened.  

Teacher gives a brief overview of 1917, explaining that the Tsar abdicated in March 1917 and the Communists came to power in November 1917.  Quick explanation of differences in calendar if needed.

Activity 1: 

Pupils are given character cards in pairs. The Teacher then leads them through a PowerPoint about the events of 1914-1917 during which they must consider why the events are taking place and how their character might be affected. 

Activity 2:
In pairs pupils prepare a 2 minute talk or presentation about their particular character’s perspective of the events. Each pair must select 1 person to present the speech and the other to take questions afterwards.


Pupils should consider accents, props and costumes to enrich their performances.

Activity 3: 
How was Russian society affected by World War I and the Revolution? 

Plenary:
Pupils unscramble the conundrums from the final PowerPoint slides and explain their historical context. 
Homework: 

To consolidate, students use a copy of the events to produce a documentary script (they could video it) of a fly-on-the-wall documentary occurring while the events of 1914 – 1917 are happening.  This could be linked up to the projector to show to the class. Pupils are to consider the variety and range of experiences felt by the Russian people. This could be set as a piece of extended writing or as a PowerPoint presentation. 

