Glaciation

These five activities may be used as introduction exercises or plenary exercises to a unit on glaciation.  The units require the pupils to interpret photographs and respond on worksheets.  Pupils in some activities are required to complete tasks in a given time and if required the software could be set to correspond to these timings.  The units address:

· how glaciers are formed,

· where glaciers are located,

· erosion processes that take place in a glacier,

· ablation and accumulation zones,

· freeze thaw weathering.

These materials could be used with either GCSE or A level GG4 students.

The units can be used as stand alone lessons led by the teacher from the front of the class using a projector and a whiteboard if available.  Units could also be saved to a pupil accessible file on the school network. The computer room can then be booked and every pupil could interact personally with each activity. 

Lesson Structure

· The teacher essentially needs to play the presentation and help students through question and answer sessions.

· The following ideas/information may prove useful:

a) The first picture is Lake Louise in Banff National Park, Rockies, Canada. 

b) The teacher will need to explain how to construct an outline sketch. It is a simple task but the pupils will find it difficult because they try to draw rather than sketch the image. 

c) The photographs which I have cut in half are of the Aguilles De Midi – Mont Blanc – France.

d) One of the photographs of ‘glaciers as large rivers of ice’ was taken from the top of Mont Blanc whilst the other one is the snout of the Mere De Glace one of the valley glaciers on Mont Blanc. 

e) ‘They create beautiful rugged landscapes’ photographs are:

1. Mont Blanc De Cheillion

2. The glaciers at the top of Mont Blanc

3. The Arolla Valley – Switzerland

4. Moraine Lake – Canadian Rockies

5. The Aguilles De Midi – Mont Blanc

6. Peyto Lake – Canadian Rockies

