Lesson 3: Thinking skills flip game

Aim

That pupil's are able to identify and explain the three types of rainfall.

Learning outcomes

Pupils are able to explain the process of the formation of rainfall. To explain the differences and similarities between convectional, frontal and relief rainfall and to improve the pupils group communication skills. 

Materials provided

Flip game instructions

Flip game card (Teacher only)

Writing frame.

Animation of rainfall can be played here.

Differentiation 

The pupils will be working together in groups of 4, the activity is suitable for all abilities and all members must play an active role in order to complete the activity.

Teacher notes 

Initially a difficult concept to explain to pupils, however once the pupils begin the exercise they quickly adapt and complete the set task. There is an alternative lesson using these materials (see teacher notes continued)

Instructions

· Pupils placed in groups of three to five.

· Each given a number.

· Teacher activities flip diagram on PC.

· Call number one pupils from each group to view the screen for 20 seconds.

· Number one pupil’s return to group and copy flip diagram.

· Teacher then calls number two pupils and the process is repeated.

· On second and third rotation the time allowed to view the flip diagram is reduced from 20 to 10 to 5 seconds.

· The pupils complete their own image and complete the writing frame.

· Pupils complete neat version of the image for extension or homework.
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Writing frame A: Flip game.

	Name
	
	Class
	
	Lesson
	
	Date
	

	Introduction (How does rain form. Briefly name the three types of rainfall.)



	Discussion
	Describe and draw diagrams.

	1


	

	2


	

	3


	


	Conclusion (What did you learn?


Teacher notes continued.

Whiteboard options

The image could be completed on the pupil’s own PC and presented to the whole of the class using a whiteboard, both the final completed version and the writing frame could then be completed individually via a network.

Our experience

This lesson was used with a mixed ability, year 8 class. It develops their geographical knowledge and key skills. The lesson was presented to the pupils as a competition between the different groups. This provided a great motivational tool for the pupils, helping classroom management for the teacher and the learning experience for the pupils. The pupils could determine there own noise level and they quickly found that other groups would eavesdrop; the groups themselves then determined a suitable level. 

A change to the lesson was initiated by asking the pupils to copy not all of the page but just the three different types of rainfall. This allowed the pupils to establish that the similarities and the difference between each rainfall type quickly and easily. Leaving out the central diagram modified the template allowing pupils to understand the process better. The writing frame was invaluable in reinforcing the lesson for all abilities.

Alternative lesson

The lesson can be completed using a whole class with pair work the image is displayed on a white board with one partner facing the board and the other in the opposite direction. The partner facing the white board then describes the image to the partner. Once completed the pair swap and the drawing partner then tells the writing partner how to complete the writing frame. The drawing partner is the only one who can see their original image.
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Step 1) you will be placed in a group of 4 to 5.
Step 2) you will be given a number 1 to 4 or 5.

Step 3) your teacher will display an image on the whiteboard or computer
screen.

Step 4) vour teacher will call number
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Step 5) each number 1 from each group will view the image. They must
memorise all words and pictures I 20 seconds shown on the image.

Step 6) the number 1 pupils return to their groups and all pupils copy the
number 1 pupil’s mental image.
092

Step 7) the process is repeated with the number 2 pupils from each
group taking the next leg of the relay.
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Step 8) once all pupils have had three chances to see the image, it is
then completed neatly on either computer or by hardcopy.
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