Lesson 4: taboo
Aim 

That pupil's develop their use and understanding of geographical key words.
Learning outcomes

Pupils are able to gain a greater understanding of key words and to improve literacy skills.

Instructions

Divide the class into groups of up to four or five.

Each group is provided with a sheet of 5 key words. 

These must be written on five separate slips of paper as shown below.

The groups compete against one another. 

They write the key word on a sheet and up to ten taboo words.
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One ‘runner’ from the group takes all the slips (careful that no one can see the words) to another group.
The runner will now act as judge and keep score. One person in the new group will see the slip or slips. That person must describe the key word without using the word or a taboo word to the remaining members of the team. 

Pupils may not use phrases or words, which sound similar to any of the words on the slip or use rhyming words. Pupils cannot use the phrase “it begins with a letter B”. The judge keeps score for both teams. The whole process can be repeated with another team.

Teacher notes
The taboo game can be used in a number of group or whole class situations. The use of small groups around a few scattered PC allowed for real competition between groups. 

On completion of the thinking stage the pupils played the game in front of the class with the group trying to guess the key word facing the rest of the class and the taboo ‘slip’ displayed on the white board. 

The judge and the person describing the key word faced the screen. Some problems arose with shouting out of answers. This was solved through loss of points to the team in question.

Our experience

The game is difficult to explain but like all good games it is quickly understood and in this case useful to the pupils. It is adaptable to any subject or topic and a useful tool to help pupils understand key words.

Whiteboard uses

The lesson can be adapted to a whole class approach with the use of an interactive whiteboard. The key words are displayed to the class, who then write their own taboo words down. The pupils then try to describe to the teacher each key word in turn. This was used as a class summary at the end of the lesson and concentrated the pupils mind into beating their teacher.

Key words (One section per group)
	Key words   1

Climate

Snow

Water cycle

Mountain

Cold

Warm front

	Key words 2

Weather

Sunshine

Sleet

Wind

Thermometer

Shadow

	Key words 3

Microclimate

Rainfall

Convectional

Sea

Heat

Cold front




	Key words 4

Precipitation

Rain gauge 

Wind

Anticyclone

Storm

Rain shadow

	Key words 5

Frontal 

Wind vane

Warm sector

Condensation

Weather station


	Key words 6

Barometer 

Depression

Warm

Rises

Pressure

Evaporation




Pupil template
	Key word   1

Taboo words


	Key word 2
Taboo words

	Key word 3
Taboo words



	Key word 4
Taboo words

	Key word 5
Taboo words

	Key word 6
Taboo words



Pupil instruction page
· You have been placed into a group. 

· The group will work together on five key words.

· Each group writes the each key word from the list on to a slip of paper.
	Rainforest

	


· The group then works together writing as many taboo words as possible. Be careful, other groups must not hear your discussions.

· You should now have six slips of paper per group. 
· Each slip has a key word and at least five taboo words.
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· You are now ready to play taboo. One person in the group will act as judge and take the slips to another group.
How to play taboo.
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Group A and B 

write out Taboo slips
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Both teams then try to guess the key word using the slips. Each person can have a go describing the key word as the judge can only show one slip at a time. 

REMEMBER you cannot say a key or taboo word or use a rhyming word. The judge scores a point if this happens. The guessing team score a point is if they say the key word.
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One member of each team acts as a judge and takes the slip over to the other team.
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