Lesson 1: weather research

Aim
Pupils use the BBC website to research and obtain up to date weather information.
Learning objectives
Pupils should

1) Be able to locate the main UK settlements.

2) Be able to access an Internet web page.

3) Be able to link the types of weather to relief, latitude prevailing wind and distances from the sea.
Materials provided
Outline map of Wales, UK and the world.
Hyperlink to BBC Weather website.
Framework for recording the weather.
Writing frame.
Teacher notes
1) Pupils are provided with blank map and a writing frame.

2) The pupils are able to access the web page using the Hyperlink the teacher decides on the area to be studied.

3) The information gathered is then used with lesson 2 - the weather forecast.

4) The writing frame links both the weather patterns discovered from the Internet research and theory teaching within the classroom. Completed as either an extension exercise or as homework.

Our experience
The lessons are used with year 8 pupils in mixed ability classes. The initial stage involves either pair or individual Internet research (pair work tends to produce better results.) 

The writing frame is completed individually. Higher ability pupils found the writing frame useful, but wanted more space to include diagrams to add to their answers. The less able pupils found the writing frame a good guide, however the language did require some support (e.g. coastal). The topic of the effects of relief and the sea had already been taught previously.
Use with interactive white board.

1) The lesson could be completed using an interactive white board with the screen split between the Internet site and the writing frame. Pupils complete each section of their worksheet in turn.

2) Using a computer network pupils complete the project either individually or in pairs.

3) Summary provided by teacher using previous examples, using the interactive whiteboard.

4) Less able pupils provided with site address for on screen map/atlas.
Lesson 1: weather research 

Student instructions

1) Log on to your computer.

2) You must complete a writing frame for the area your teacher has chosen.

3) Bring up the writing frame A for your chosen area, above the frame is a hyperlink. Click on the hyperlink, you must then search the web page to find a description of the weather for cities found on writing frame A.

4) Complete the writing frame for each of the locations found on the writing frame.

5) Once you have completed the writing frame A, you may then ask your teacher if writing frame B may be attempted.

6) Save your work and log off.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/ukweather/wales
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	Location


	Coastal / Inland

Lowland / Highland
	Weather 

Temperature /Rainfall/pressure est. 

	Bangor


	
	

	Wrexham


	
	

	Rhyl 


	
	

	Aberystwyth


	
	

	Abergavenny


	
	

	Swansea


	
	

	Cardiff


	
	

	Llandrindod Wells


	
	


Writing frame A

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/ukweather
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Writing frame A

	Location


	Coastal / Inland

Lowland / Highland
	Weather 

Temperature / Rainfall / pressure est. 

	Aberdeen


	
	

	Edinburgh


	
	

	Leeds


	
	

	Birmingham


	
	

	Cardiff


	
	

	Belfast


	
	

	London


	
	

	Penzance


	
	


http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/ukweather/world
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	Location


	Coastal / Inland

Lowland / Highland

High or low latitude.
	Weather 

Temperature /Rainfall/pressure est. 

	London


	
	

	Brisbane 


	
	

	Moscow


	
	

	Delhi


	
	

	Rio de Janeiro


	
	

	Chicago


	
	

	Dakar


	
	

	Kabul


	
	


Writing frame A

	Writing frame: Weather researcher

	Location;  (Wales, UK, World)



	Describe the weather where you live.



	Study your map select one highland and one lowland location. 

Describe the weather in each location.



	Highland_____________________


	Lowland___________________

	Can you explain any differences in temperature and weather?



	Study one inland location and one coastal location.

Describe the weather in each location.



	Inland _________________


	Coastal____________________



	Can you explain any differences in temperature and weather


	Choose two locations: one with a high latitude and one with a low latitude.
Describe the weather in each location.



	High Latitude. __________________


	Low Latitude___________________



	Can you explain any differences in temperature and weather?



	Compare the weather of your nearest town and compare it with another country? Can you explain any differences or similarities?
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