Story Writing – beginning, middle, end.
This unit is designed to show children the basic story structure, which is beginning, middle and end.

The opening frame shows the shape of a simple story structure using a hill as a way of demonstrating how it should progress. The opening of the story starts at the bottom of the hill. This is where they should set their story eg. Places, characters etc. This then builds to the climax of their story and normally where the problem occurs. I always say to the children that they always need a ‘P’ at the top of the hill which is obviously the problem. This problem will then need sorting out and this is where the story travels back down again to the bottom of the hill.

For more able pupils you can ask if there any other ways in which stories start? For example, some start in the middle or even at the end and then travel either backwards or forwards in time. You can ask for examples of these types of books if they are accomplished readers.

The children are asked to read a simple story on the screen and highlight the beginning, middle and end.

On the next screen they can check if they are right.

The next frame shows three pictures. They are to choose one picture and click on it. They will be given a screen that shows their picture. The screen asks them ‘What came before?’ and ‘What came after’? The picture therefore represents the middle of their story.
When they click on either the before or after part they will have a screen with the picture on it and a large text box in which they can write their ideas.

Worksheets representing each picture are also provided.
The children can move back and try another picture if they choose, or they can try to write a piece of extended writing in their language books using the structure of the task.

It will allow the children to see the different parts to a story and hopefully the shape that it takes.
