STORY STARTS (Year 5/6)
Starting a story is perhaps the hardest thing to do. Children often say “I don’t know what to write” or “I can’t get going”. This leads either to them writing a load of gibberish or in some cases about two lines. Pictures are often a good source of inspiration when it comes to story writing. They get a feel for the atmosphere of a picture or can relate to a character or can think of something that the picture reminds them of. 

     However there are many different ways to begin a story. They can begin at the beginning, middle, or end. They can begin with description, dialogue, or with action to name but three.

    In this task they have to provide three different openings using either of the three photographs.

The opening frame shows the three pictures. 

The children are asked to click on the photo they wish to use.
Once they have done this they are given three boxes in which to produce three story starts.

 Remind the children that the starts have to be punchy in order to get the readers attention. It also has to be a believable start. 

The children are asked to write three openings –  a short paragraph each for the picture they have chosen.

They are to include a dialogue opening. E.G.
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“A silver ball?”

“Yes, I just told you a HUGE silver ball” repeated Amy trying to convince her friend that she wasn’t having her on.

“In the park?” questioned Claire, thinking Amy had taken leave of her senses…. again.

Then they use the same picture to begin with a descriptive beginning. E.G.
The orb glistened in the sunlight – it’s metal plates reflecting a green glow from the trees. It began to move ever so slowly towards us, then stopped. Moved, then stopped.
The final opening paragraph should start with a problem. E.G.
Jake was being followed. He didn’t know it but he was being watched, like a lion stalking it’s prey. The shadow began to creep ever so slowly, an almost indiscernible movement, but present none the less.
You are after really gripping starts that will from the beginning of a short story.

Let the children read their starts out to the rest of the class and ask them how they could improve them.
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