TEACHER NOTES – SHOW DON’T TELL
This is an exercise designed to encourage children to create a clearer and more accurate picture of their characters or situations. For example the picture below, to use as an example.
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Most children would write in response to this picture “The girl is happy” or “She is smiling” which are all fine observations but does not really tell us much about the intensity of the emotion or about what led to her looking so ecstatic. You are showing the reader how that character feels or describing the atmosphere in a situation. In the task ‘Show don’t tell’, different photographs have been used and with them words put into boxes at the side to help the children construct interesting sentences.  An example for this picture would be . 

     The phone had barely had time to ring a second time when Emily jumped from her bed, crashed through the door and wrenched it from its cradle, her whole face lighting the place up like sunshine on a rainy day – this was going to be good news and she knew it. 

This is a more complicated sentence, granted, but children could easily write a sentence such as 

     “ The smile on Emily’s face grew so wide that the beam went from ear to ear”
It tells us much more about the level of happiness that the child feels and perhaps a hint at what has caused it. It creates many more pictures in the reader’s mind.

The task is also designed to extend the children’s vocabulary and to give them some practice in sentence structure. In the boxes there is a mixture of verbs, adjectives and nouns. The children can use the verbs in any tense they wish and may use any person: 
· 1st which is I or we;
· 2nd which is you ( and a very interesting tense in which to work) 

· 3rd which can be he/she/they etc
There are four different pictures. Let the children decide which one or ones they wish to choose from and try to get them to write five sentences to describe what they see. Try to encourage them what the feeling is behind the pictures. How does the photo make them feel? What happens to our body language when we are happy, sad, angry, disappointed?

Talk about this first with the children before setting on the task.

When the children have written their sentences, share with the rest of the class.
