NGFL – LITERACY STARTERS

The rationale behind my project was to provide brief starters or “drop-ins” mainly with basic skills pupils in mind.  They are intended to be brief enough to work through quickly, as a reminder for more able pupils, and for basic skills pupils to consolidate topics.  Similarly, the worksheets are simple and straightforward.

The topics are :

Adjectives

Needs whiteboards if working from projector for pupils to provide alternative adjectives when required.

Adverbs


Writing task.

Antonyms


Worksheet involves speaking and listening.

Building sentences


Writing task.

Homophones


Speaking and listening task.

Less or fewer


No worksheet.

Nouns


Writing task.

Observation

Whiteboards needed.  Speaking and listening, leading to written homework.

Parts of speech


Parsing.

Prepositions


Writing task.

Questions


Speaking and listening, leading to written work.

Sentence openings


Writing task.

Sentences


Writing task.

Types of sentences


Whiteboards and reading book needed.  Writing task.

Verbs


Whiteboards needed.  Writing task.

Verb tenses


Writing task.

The choice of topics is based on some of my own observations in the classroom, and is very basic; deliberately so, as some basic skills pupils need reinforcement in small chunks on a regular basis.  The presentations can be used as a whole class session, especially those which involve the use of whiteboards, but most can also be used individually by the pupil(s) at a computer. 

There is a worksheet available for most topics, to be used as a carry-on in lesson, or as homework – even as a filler for the lower ability pupils to be working on when higher ability pupils are tackling something more taxing.

The level is mainly Year 7, though some lower ability groups from Years 8 and 9 might access the starters in order to clarify a particular point whilst working.
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