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The Assessment 
grid

	Banding 
	AO1
	AO2

	4

	Candidates will be able to make accurate, appropriate and detailed reference to a range of writers, research and theory.

There will be a very good level knowledge and understanding and this will be detailed and wide ranging.

Candidates will be able to refer to more than one area of sociology where appropriate.

Answers will be expressed in appropriate sociological language

Candidates will be able to make accurate and appropriate use of sociological language showing knowledge and understanding of its meaning.

The quality of written communication 
is very good, with few, if any, errors of spelling punctuation or grammar.
	Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to the question under consideration 
and this link will be detailed and explicit.

References to writers, research and/or theory will be explained and contextualised.

Answers will be formally constructed with a clear and logical argument.

Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and explicit throughout the answers.

The candidate may challenge the terms of the question.



	3
	Candidates will be able to make some accurate, appropriate reference to writers, research or theory.

There will be some knowledge and understanding and this will be detailed or wide ranging.

Candidates may be able to refer to more than one area of sociology where appropriate.

Answers will make some use of appropriate sociological language.

Candidates may be able to make some accurate and appropriate use of sociological language showing some knowledge and understanding of its meaning.

The quality of written communication is, for the most part good though there may be some errors of spelling punctuation and grammar.
	Candidates will relate their knowledge to the question under consideration but the link is likely to be more implicit than in band 4.

References to either, writers, research or theory will have some explanation.

Answers will have some clarity and logical argument.

Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is unlikely to be present throughout the answer.

 

	2
	Candidates are able to make basic references to writers, research or theory.

There will be basic knowledge and understanding.

Candidates will make basic references to other areas of sociology.

There will be basic use of sociological language.

The quality of written communication will be basic with errors of spelling punctuation and grammar.
	Candidates will make basic links between their knowledge and the question.

There will be basic explanation of any writers, research or theory referred to.

Answers will have basic clarity or lobical argument.

Any evaluation or analysis will be basic and is likely to be implicit.

	1

	Candidates will be able to make limited or anecdotal references to writers, research or theory.

There will be limited knowledge and understanding but this will lack detail and will not be wide ranging.

Candidates will make limited references to other areas of sociology.

There will be limited and at times inaccurate use of sociological language.

The quality of written communication will be limited with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling and grammar.
	Candidates will make limited links between their knowledge and the question.

There will be limited explanation of any writers, research or theory referred to.

Answers will have limited clarity or logical argument.

Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very limited.

.



	0
	There will be no knowledge or understanding.

There will be no use of sociological language

The quality of written communication will be poor with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
	Candidates will make no links between their knowledge and the question.

There will be no explanation of any writers, research or theory.

There will be no evaluation.


(a)
Explain what is meant by the term values.
(5)


Credit references to:

· ideology

· relevant examples of values

· awareness that there may be more than one value system available to people

	A01

	3 - 5
	Depth of knowledge and understanding of relevant concept displayed. 

	1 - 2
	One aspect of the term explored and explained. 

	0
	No relevant knowledge or understanding displayed.


Answer A

Values are what is seen as worthwhile and desirable in life
. They can change over time e.g. Human life. They can change over time and are different in different societies. We learn them through our culture.

Answer B

The term values means what
 is known to be valuable in society. They can be written or unwritten and change change over time. They also put norms into practice for example christianity they value God 
and therefore worship him as much as they can.

Answer C

The values are the things a person or a society feel are important to them for example manners are valued in most industrial societies. Being polite to people in the street. A personal value could be not swearing as it is rude. Values can vary from person to person but usually people from the same society have the same values 

Answer D
Values are the ideas that a society considers to be important enough to form the basis of morality. Durkheim 
said that people share values. Examples of values include the idea that marriage is between two people in the West because other cultures do not share that value and there are multiple marriage partners in some cultures.
(b) Using the extract,
 identify changes that have taken place in young people’s lives (5)

The past twenty years have seen much social change affecting young people’s lives in the United Kingdom. The 1980s and 90s saw the loss of suitable long term jobs for young people. There has been a rise in part time casual work.

Under-25s are finding it difficult to gain state benefits and have little access to housing. There have been cuts in state financial support to students in further education. Traditional routes to adulthood, such as having a job or family are being closed.

Research on young people’s political involvement has emphasised their low level of participation in politics as shown in their membership of political parties, voting behaviour and support for mainstream politics

Popular images of young people in the media mirror and reinforce the representation of youth as a problem. Youth crime is seen as an issues, as is young people’s participation in the more dramatic forms of youth culture.

The Government is concerned about youth offending and its links to education failure and unemployment. It has prioritised the need to develop initiatives to increase young people’s sense of having a part to play in society.

(b) Using the extract above, identify changes that have taken place in young people’s lives (5)


Credit references to:

· Evidence that the passage has been processed and evidence selected from the whole passage and not just the top paragraph

· Reference to work and benefits

· Reference to changes in the housing market

· Routes to adulthood have been closed

· Low levels of participation in conventional politics

· Any other relevant points identified

	A02

	3 - 5
	Clear selection and identification of the relevant material 
identified in the extract 

	1 - 2
	Limited identification of the relvevant ways in the item. Answer may be substantially copied or not related to the item 

	0
	No relevant knowledge and understanding displayed.


Answer A

Nowadays, young people are more likely to have a part-time casual job than a full time one. They are also finding it increasing difficult to gain state benefits and have access to housing. Not only that, but there is a lack of state financial support for students in further education.

Youths n
o longer express their opinions as much by not voting and not being a member of a political party. People believe that the lack of jobs for the young is stopping them from proceeding to adulthood and instead they are turning to youth crime.

Answer B


Some of the changes that have taken place in peoples lives are from the 1980s and 90s where there was a loss in long term jobs for young people. There has also been a rise in past time casual work. Therefore under-25s are finding it difficult to gain state benefit and have access to housing. Also been cuts in further education funding and traditional routes to adulthood are being closed.

(c) Using relevant examples outline and explain reasons why young people are seen as a problem for society.

There are a number of reasons why young people are seen as a problem for society. This problem has stemmed from early youth subcultures, which as Karl Marx 
thought were made to rebel against society in general, particularly against social superiors such as capitalists.

These dramatic subcultures have given youths a bad name to the rest of the adult population. Hebdige 1979
, investigated punks says that they were a ‘blank generation’ as they show themselves to be outside the class system. Holland and Jefferson 1976, investigated Teddy Boys who were left out in the education system. They rebelled by ‘usurping the styles of their social superiors’
. Cohen 1972 investigated the skinhead culture which used violence and crime as a way of rebelling against the influx of immigration and loss of working class jobs. Therefore, as these spectacular subcultures 
were seen as being deviant against society, youths have carried on being portrayed as the same.
Youths can also be seen as a problem for society as the increased media influence and globalisation
 has caused youths to be ‘dupes of the media’, which Cole said. This can cause youths to copy film stars and music artists and be more deviant against the rest of society.

Youths are more associated with gangs today, although
 most are actually harmless. However, these youth gangs have led to crimes committed by juveniles. Although most committed are petty, such as vandalism, adult society think this could get worse as youths work their way up the criminal hierarchy. This can be linked to educational failures as Nightingale found out in his study, ‘On the Edge’. He found out that youths get status frustration, especially working class youths who then drop out of school and become disillusioned. This causes 
them to either become a criminal, conflict or retreatists in a way to earn money and achieve higher status.

As shown in the source
, educational failure and unemployment caused by status frustration and other things can cause a problem for society as they feel that the country won’t be able to move forward as people will only be relying on working class and low paid part time jobs to earn money. Therefore there will be a stain on the government as they will need to be giving out state benefits

It is also more common in modern society that new subcultures such as the Chav are associated with crime and violence, particularly against the rest of society as the only way the government and society can fix these problems is by increased policing which is very expensive. All of these things mean that young people are a problem 
for society.
(d)  Discuss the view that social class 
is an important element of youth cultures
(30)
Marxists 
argue that social class is a very important element of youth cultures. They argue that youths are resisting against capitalism as due to ‘failure’ at school and unemployment, the Marxists say that these problems are because of social class, there for young people join youth cultures. However,
 the functionalists totally disagree with this view; they argue that social class has nothing to do with youth cultures. They argue that youths join youth cultures for a sense of belonging and identity.

Jefferson studied the teddy boys who were fighting against immigrants and the upper class. He said that the Teddy boys took on two styles in order to gain status through it. The first look was the Edwardian upper class and the second look was the Gangsta look. Jefferson argues that the Teddy boys were fighting against capitalism because of the loss of jobs that they thought that the immigrants were taking. Therefore if what 
Jefferson is saying is true, then this would support the view that social class is an important element of youth cultures as a result of their social class which was working class. So they joined to fight for their rights and to try and get the same opportunity as the youths that they were dressing like who were the upper class.

Not all youth cultures are working class
, for example the hippies, therefore this would show that social class may not be an important element of youth cultures as they are middle class and therefore they are funded by capitalism so they would really want to fight against it. Therefore some sociologists have concluded that social class is not an important element for all youth cultures. Research by Sarah Thornton shows this. She found that youths didn’t join youth cultures to fight against capitalism. They did so for fun and enjoyment. If this is true 
then this shows social class may not be an important element of youth culture as not all youths join for reasons associated with class. 

However, research carried out by Dick Hebdige on the punks does show that social class may be an important element of youth culture. Hebdige found that the punks were fighting against commercialism because of the high priced fashion. Hebdige said that punks did this through a process called bricolage 
where they wore safety pins, razor blades and other household items to create new meanings. However this meaning was strictly taken away from them on the commerce
. It took on this fashion and incorporated it in the shops. Punk became a style that anyone wore and it was not to do with class then. The punks wanted this fashion because they were working class and didn’t have as much money so were fighting about it.

Although the Marxists have research that supports the view that youth cultures are associated with class, the feminists argue that they ignore girls and treat them just as the girlfriends of the boys. Research carried out by McRobbie shows that girls 
did have they own culture which wasn’t to do with class. This culture was known as the bedroom culture where girls all joined together in their bedrooms to talk about boys, pop idols and make up. Marxists have also been criticised for ignoring other factors that are associated with youth culture as they emphasise social class too much 
and are said to ignore gender and ethnicity. As the research carried out by Cohen and the skinheads, the Marxist argued that this was associated with fighting against capitalism for the loss of jobs. But the skinheads were racist 
against other working class people, the Asians who wanted jobs. So this shows that class cannot be the only element in youth 
cultures although class is important to class.
Suggested strategies for developing examination technique:

1. Revise and understand the work

2. Look at the specification

3. Listen to your teacher; view her as a friend.

4. Calm down, take exercise, avoid caffeine and control your negative emotions. 

5. Look at past papers, mock papers, markschemes.

6. Write good English and use sociological language

7. Plan your time in the examination.

8. Answer the question
Suggested targets that you might want to set yourself. Pick the ones that suit you:
· Spend ten minutes a day on speed writing practice to ensure that you are able to write enough.
· Spend two hours a week looking through past questions and planning out possible answers.

· Spend ten minutes a day learning a new term from the technical language from the specification and writing out a 5 mark answer.
· Speed read short articles to pick out the important points and summarise them.

· Read a good newspaper in the LRC twice a week.

· Think of one question a week to ask in class about the work

· Write down two really positive things a day about yourself, the examination and the work you are doing

�This identifies the skills and characteristics of answers that examiners are looking for


�You need to be in this band to gain an A or a B grade in AS or A2 level


� This is an important part of the assessment process and should not be overlooked


�An essential feature of top band answers- candidates should address the question


�It is only at the top of this band that candidates will be achieving pass grades


�This is not clear. Knowledge of Values is explicit, but the term itself is not defined


�This was awarded 3 marks, but with a little care, could have been a 5 mark answer.


�If the candidate had written ‘ideology’ or ‘belief system’ then the answer would be at the top of the band, not at the bottom.


�God is not a value, belief in God is.


�This answer gained good marks. The definition is weak but the examples and knowledge work in its favour.


�This is useful detail that establishes the candidate as having good AO 1


�Note that the relevant information has been highlighted and these are the points that should be the basis of an answer.


�A few of the relevant points is all that is necessary. Sometimes stimulus items carry far more information than can easily be summarised.


�This answer summarises most of the key points in the necessary detail


�Not well expressed perhaps, but the intention is clear and credit was given to this answer.


�This answer is a little bit over-reliant on the original stimulus.  It summarises points nicely but shows much less evidence of processing


�Go through the passage – you will see that this element of the question is referred to in every paragraph.


�Theory not perfectly applied, but present. Pleasing to see


�Clear and detailed knowledge of a study revealed by this answer


�Quotations are very helpful


�Uses the technical language of sociology.


�Nice use of the technical language of sociology.


�Evaluative language


�Relates a study to the question


�The source can be used as supporting evidence. This is a very good element of the answer.


�Looks at a recent public debate 


�Clear summative conclusion


�Keeps referring to this point


�Locates theoretical debate in first sentence. AO1 explicit.


�AO 2 language


�Clear analysis of the debate.


�Links a study to the debate.


�Challenges the question


�Logical evaluative comment


�Excellent expression – understands term


�Refers to consumerism and this point was credited.


�Gender mentioned


�Criticises a theory 


�Ethnicity 


�Summative conclusion
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