Comparing Ecuador and Wales

Year 5 and 6 - Teachers Notes (lessons 1-5)
Use the Power Point presentation as a discussion point in lessons. 

Most slides will guide you through possible discussions but as teachers we thought you would appreciate some handy extra questions to use with your class!

Here they are – hope they help!

· Use the ‘what material…’ slide to begin discussion about where materials come from.

· Pupils could research, using the internet, the origin of the materials.

· How are the materials made? Are any materials made locally?

· There is opportunity here to look at the history of Welsh slate – where does it come from? How was the slate mined? Who worked in the mines? What type of lifestyle did the miners lead? Etc.
· Pupils learn about the process of making glass, concrete, plastic etc.
· What impact do these processes have on the environment? 

· Ask your class to work out the air miles of a brick!

Now…

· Look at the materials of the Ecuadorian house – what’s the difference?

· Discuss where these materials come from. Are they renewable sources?
· How do Ecuadorians acquire their materials?

Ensure that when you are teaching pupils that stereotypical views of Welsh or Ecuadorian houses are not created. 

· This could be avoided by extending discussions - do you think that all houses in Ecuador are like this? Do you think that different parts of the country have different types of houses?

· Encourage pupils to think of where they live – are all the houses the same?

The schools:

Although they may not look that different, the schools are VERY different to schools here in Wales. These ones have no windows, concrete floors and limited resources. There are no more than 2 teachers in the schools, some of which LIVE in the school in order to teach the children. The teachers are so dedicated, some even work for no salary. Pupils often walk miles to get to school. Pupils showed great respect for their environment and resources.
This is, again, not true for all Ecuadorian schools – just as with our schools, they are all different.

Jobs in Ecuador:

· Looking at the bananas could be a good stimulus to begin discussion as food miles with food. 
· Additional resources may be needed to make this type of lesson interactive. 
· Here are some ideas:

· Bring a selection of fruit, veg. and food into the class room – use a map of the world (could use the one Power point, lesson 1 and 2). Use food labels to find out where the food has come from – can pupils guess where the countries are (atlases could help pupils locate origin of food).

· What do pupils think happens to the food before it arrives at their locals shop? Harvested, packed, transported by land, flown…how eco friendly is this?!

· Look at the bananas on the Ecuador Power Point – they have been cut down, how far will they travel to get to your local supermarket?!
