Comparing Ecuador and Wales

Reception and Year 1 - Teachers Notes
Use the Power Point presentations as a discussion point in lessons. 

Most slides will guide you through possible discussions but as teachers we thought you would appreciate some handy extra questions to use with your class!
We have suggested doing the activities over the course of weeks rather than lessons.  As Foundation Phase learning is based on developing skills and child led learning is an important component, the children would then have scope to suggest activities to go alongside our work.   

Here they are – hope they help!
· Foundation Phase References 
Knowledge and Understanding of the World

· Begin to recognise differences between their own locality, localities in other parts of Wales and in different parts of the World

· Use atlases and globes

· Investigate how places change, e.g. weather, seasons

· Recognise how people’s actions can improve or damage the environment 

· Observe difference between different animals and plants in order to group them together

· Identify some animals and plants that live in the outdoor environment

Personal and Social Development Well being and Cultural Diversity

· Begin to understand how they can protect the environment and become environmentally friendly in everyday lives

· Develop an understanding of the diversity of roles that people play in different groups and communities 

PowerPoint 1 - ‘Where in the World?’ (Weeks 1 and 2) 

This PowerPoint is intended to introduce the children to different parts of the world. We would suggest using the PowerPoint over the course of two weeks.
Week 1

· Looking at the maps, you could discuss whether they have been abroad and locate these countries on the maps too

· Using globes would also be beneficial 
· Discuss how you would get to these places – a travel agents role play area would also be in keeping with this material and could extend the use of maps within the classroom.  

· The children could also discuss whether they have seen any of the flags and where.  Perhaps the children could bring these into class and you could discuss why flags are important to countries/football teams etc.
Week 2 

· Moving on to the animals found in Ecuador, a rainforest role play area would also work well
· The children should be encouraged to compare the animals found in our woodlands to those in rainforests

· Once you have discussed these animals and compared them in depth, the children could sort small world animals by whether they think they live in the rainforest or not. You could also compare by looking at very cold climate like the North Pole (Polar bears, penguins etc). Why do these animals live here? 
· Looking at the plants found in Ecuador and Wales

· Ask class to complete worksheet ticking whether the plants (See Plant Detectives worksheet) are in their school grounds. If not, ask children to think why they are not.  Schools with concrete playgrounds could encourage children to think of where these could grow. 

PowerPoint 2 – ‘People and Homes’ (Weeks 3 and 4)
Week 3 
· To focus on the first section of the PowerPoint on homes and materials

· Using the houses pictures, see if the children can state the style of the house they live in or explain what it looks like

· Ask children to find out about their house from their parents and then you could complete a class pictogram of the style of house all the class live in. Photographs of the children on the pictogram will work well.
· Which are the most popular houses?

· Discuss where the materials came from. 

· How do we make glass? 

· Where does wood come from?

· Introduce phrases such as natural and man made
· Encourage the children to think about how the production of these materials effects the environment. Pollution, energy consumption, transportation of these materials

· Look at the houses in Ecuador – where would they get the materials from?

· Encourage the children to begin to think about which is better for the environment

Ensure that when you are teaching pupils that stereotypical views of Welsh or Ecuadorian houses are not established. 
· This could be avoided by extending discussions - do you think that all houses in Ecuador are like this? Do you think that different parts of the country have different types of houses?

· Encourage pupils to think of where they live – are all the houses the same?

Week 4 

· Discussions about the differences in their school compared to the Ecuadorian schools

·  The resources are very limited – encourage class to look around their classroom and see how much they have. Interactive whiteboards, sand and water trays, construction toys are non existent in this school
Although the children had limited resources in these classrooms, it should be emphasised to the children that the children were very happy and welcoming in this school.
· What have these children got that we haven’t? A bio diverse back garden known as the rainforest! 

· A circle time could be an excellent way of discussing what makes them happy, with (hopefully!) the conclusion being family and friends rather than material things
The schools:

Although they may not look that different, the schools are VERY different to schools here in Wales. These ones had very limited resources and the children were very grateful for presents of pencils and books. There are no more than 2 teachers in the schools, some of which LIVE in the school in order to teach the children. The teachers are so dedicated, some even work for no salary. Pupils often walk miles to get to school. Pupils showed great respect for their environment and resources.
This is, again, not true for all Ecuadorian schools – just like our schools, they are all different.

PowerPoint 2 and 3 - Jobs and food in Ecuador
Week 5
· Some examples of how in tune with the environment some of the Ecuadorian people are (see photographs on PowerPoint)
· One man is seen weaving a basket out of long leaves and growing fruit and vegetables (chillies seen in picture) is an important part of Ecuador’s culture.

· One of the biggest exports from Ecuador is bananas.

· Bring a selection of fruit, veg. and food into the class room – use a map of the world (could use the one Power point, lesson 1 and 2). Use food labels to find out where the food has come from – can pupils guess where the countries are (atlases could help pupils locate origin of food).

· What do pupils think happens to the food before it arrives at their locals shop? Harvested, packed, transported by land, and flown…how eco friendly is this?!  Some of the additional activities in ‘A Banana’s Story’ can support this.
PowerPoint 3 Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

Week 6 and beyond!
· This PowerPoint has been created to hopefully help Reception/Year1 children think about looking after the environment and their actions.
· The slides showing the school ethos about looking after the environment were found painted on the main wall of a village school in the heart of the rainforest. 
· The points to highlight are: they encourage children to look after the rainforest,  grow vegetables organically, protect animals from destruction to their habitats and recycle
· As you go through the PowerPoint, there are questions to ask the children to encourage them to think about looking after the environment.
· This is not an exhaustive set of questions and you may think of many more.  

· Children could send home a letter to parents asking them to pledge to use the recycling sacks. 

We hope you enjoy using these presentations and adapt them to suit your needs.

Additional Activities
In addition to the presentations and worksheets, we have also included several activities that could be used alongside the work already outlined or used separately.  They can be adapted to fit the needs and abilities of your pupils so do not feel that you have to use them exactly as you find them!
International Minibeast Hunt – See the ‘Teacher Notes’ with this resource for more details.

A Banana’s Journey – This can be used introduce Ecuador as a main grower of bananas.
The slide asks children to consider how the banana got from the farm in Ecuador to a kitchen table in Wales.  Some clipart of transport types are available for children to drag onto the banana arrow to show their thoughts.
Jigsaw Map – This can be used to focus on the neighbours of Wales and Ecuador as well as general map skills.

The first slide shows the flags of the two countries and asks pupils to consider what is the same and what is different.  The flags can be selected and increased in size to show more detail (particularly for the detail on the Ecuador map).

The second and third slides show South America and the British Isles.  Some or all of the countries can be found around the main map and all can be selected and dragged into the correct places on the map (some could be rotated beforehand for more able children).  Each country can then be labelled and the flags added as well.

Older FP groups should be able to complete the British Isles slide with support if necessary.  The South America slide is added as an extension but you might just want to focus on the positioning of Ecuador.

(NB. Not all of the South America countries have been included – if you are using SMART Notebook, pupils can find the missing ones in the Gallery and add them to label if required).

Caring For Habitats (English only) – This powerpoint outlines the recent return of Spectacled Bears to a rainforest area in Ecuador and could be used as the focus for a number of speaking and listening activities.  Our own photos of the bears are used and pupils can use the presentation to find out more about the bear and how their habitat was restored through caring for the environment.  The presentation ends by comparing the Ecuadorian example with a situation in Wales concerning falling hedgehog numbers.

There are several possibilities for follow on work (some are outlined on the final slide) but you could also use this resource as the basis for a piece of writing / ICT e.g. a follow on newspaper article going into more detail about how the environment was being cared for near the lodge and /or a piece on what we need to do to protect our own local habitat.  Your only limit is imagination on this one – the people of the lodge made their own t-shirts to promote the bears, you could make your own to promote Welsh wildlife!
