International Minibeast Hunt
This resource can be used by most age groups in the Primary phase to carry out the activity included here or for a number of other activities defined by the teacher.

There are two Photostory 3 files:

1) The first asks pupils to look closely at the 22 photos of minibeasts and decide which ones were found in Wales and which ones in Ecuador. An accompanying worksheet can be used if desired to record their opinions.

It is recommended that the Photostory be played more than once.
As the Photostory runs in Windows Media Player (you will need Player 10 or later to view – download these for free from Microsoft), you can reduce volume if required and use the pause button at any time to give pupils the opportunity of explaining their reasons for answers given.

2) The second Photostory gives the answers on screen for pupils to check their answers.  Again, the pause button could be used to focus on any answers that surprised or split the class opinion.

Follow on activities

Encourage older children to research and name some or all of the minibeasts on the Photostory (using selected websites).  Some will be already known and some will be harder to find than others.  Children could also be given the opportunity to come up with their own names based on classification of the minibeast (based on their grouping and classifying work in Science).

There is a folder containing all of the photos taken of Ecuadorian minibeasts and all of the Welsh minibeast photos were taken from www.photolibrarywales.com (can be used freely in your school).
Additional activities

Using the images provided (screen grabbed and printed or drawn by the pupils), group and classify the minibeasts as a whole as well as separating by country of origin.  For KS2 children, a database could be created using this information and added to by further minibeast finds in their locality.
Copyright and licensing information for resources used in ‘International Minibeast Hunt’
1) The photos of minibeasts in Ecuador were taken by the resource authors and are free for use in an educational context.

2) The photos of minibeasts in Wales were taken from www.photolibrarywales.com and are available for use only in an educational context in Wales.

3) The piece of classical music used in the Photostory 3 files is ‘The Flight of the Bumblebee’ by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, arranged for two pianos by Russell Warner and authored by Neal and Nancy O’Doan.
This file is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution ShareAlike 2.0 (cc-by-sa-2.0) which states that a user is ‘free to share and make derivative works of the file under the conditions that it is appropriately attributed’.
