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Project overview

This resource was created to be used primarily as a speaking and listening resource, but extension activities allow for written work to be produced. 

Each activity allows pupils to:

· Absorb new information

· Judge its bias and reliability

· Analyse it

· Synthesise it through a process of reflection on their own current views

· Draw their own conclusions

· Make informed decisions

· Take considered action on these controversial issues
The activities also help develop thinking skills in the following way:

· Information-processing skills; enable pupils to gather, sort, classify, sequence, compare and contrast information, and to make links between pieces of information.

· Reasoning Skills; enable pupils to justify opinions and actions, to draw inferences and make deductions, to use appropriate language to explain their views, and to use evidence to back up their decisions.
· Evaluation Skills; enable pupils to evaluate what they read, hear, see and do, to learn to judge the value of their own and other’s work or ideas, not to take all information at face value, and to have confidence in their own judgements
Extension activities can encourage:

· Creative Thinking Skills; enable pupils to generate and extend ideas, to suggest possible hypotheses, to use their imagination, and to look for alternative outcomes
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