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What is the internet? 

The internet is a computer network made up of thousands of networks all over the world.  Nobody knows exactly how many computers are connected to the internet, but we know that the number is in the millions. More computers join this network every day at work, at home, in libraries, colleges and schools. 

No one is in charge of the internet. Anyone can put up a website on the internet containing whatever they want. If the website breaks the law in any way they may be prosecuted. However, there are so many websites that it is difficult for law enforcers to keep up with them all. For this reason many people use a “filter” to try to ensure that anything unpleasant is kept out during their browsing. 

Because anyone can publish anything, there is no guarantee that all the information you find on the internet is true or accurate. Internet users need to check a few important things before they accept what they are reading as fact. 

Ask yourself these questions:

1. Who is the website written for? Is it made for children, adults or researchers? Do you understand what you read? If not, try another one! 

2. Who created the website? Is it a single author or an organisation? How do you know what the author says is true?

3. Is the information someone’s point of view or is it backed up by other sources? Can you find any other information that agrees with what you have read?

4. Is there enough information to answer your question? 

5. Is the website up to date? How long ago was it updated? 

Searching the internet

The internet is a fantastic place to get information, but finding what you want can be the hardest part. To find information you can search using a “search engine”. 

Type the key words you would like to search for into a search box and then click “go” or “find”. The search engine will look for words that contain your search words and bring them up in a list. 

Some lists put files in order of popularity and some are in alphabetical order.

Sometimes when you search for something, millions of results will be found. You need to narrow down the search. First of all choose key words that say exactly what you want. Leave out all the little words you would normally put into a question. So, “How should I look after my pet hamster?” could be changed to 

“hamster care”. This search brings up better quality information telling you what you need to know.



If you get far too many websites and they are not what you are looking for, you could narrow down your search.

Say you wanted a pizza recipe but you keep getting pages that include pepperoni and you don’t like it. Put “–“ (like “take-away” in maths) in front of the word you don’t want in the page like this: pizza recipe -pepperoni.

Later you decide you want it to have green pepper too. When you add this to your search you get quite a few pages with the word green and the word pepper but not “green pepper” together.

To group these two words together put them in speech marks like this “green pepper” then the words will be together on the search results, eg pizza recipe -pepperoni “green pepper”.
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