	International Dimension Policy


By forming this policy, the school attempts to meet the requirements of the revised National Curriculum which makes it clear that the content of the curriculum should embrace sustainability, the environment, global interdependence, cultural diversity, preparation for adult life and citizenship education. The content of what is taught in schools is to be informed by international and global matters in order to reflect modern day realities and issues.
The curriculum is also to be based on a clear statement of values, foremost of which is ‘a belief in education as a route to: the well-being and development of the individual; equality of opportunity for all; a healthy democracy; a productive economy; and a sustainable environment.’
The International Dimension involves a commitment to an awareness of these values and of gender-related issues, cultural and national stereotyping, bias in different cultures and the potential danger of any kind of fundamentalism.
This international perspective should inform the whole curriculum, and the whole curriculum should contribute to it.
We believe the International Dimension is important in Ysgol San Sior because:
·        * young people want to know more about global issues in order to make choices about their own lives.
* young people need skills, knowledge, understanding and experience of the wider world in order to become active and concerned citizens.
* young people and those who teach them need to be aware of the growing range of opportunities open to them for international experience and contacts.
* the world is changing economically and technologically and culturally and young people need to understand these changes.
*  an International Dimension within the curriculum can help young people to appreciate the diverse society in which they live.
* attitudes are changing towards issues such as sustainability and interdependence, and towards human rights, equal opportunities, racial discrimination and the resolution of conflict
what children learn is changing through the review of the national curriculum and the introduction of personal, social and health education and citizenship education.
·          the International Dimension provides a wider and more relevant context for initiatives such as citizenship education and the literacy hour, and can help to raise standards across the curriculum.
 We aim to develop the following key concepts of the International Dimension:
¨      *  democracy and citizenship
* sustainable development
* informed perceptions and appropriate images
* intercultural understanding and the appreciation of diversity
personal and global interdependence
the resolution of conflict and the promotion of harmony
The school values the development of the International Dimension because it offers:
¨       an essential element in developing young people as active citizens of a multicultural and rapidly changing world
a means for delivering the values that underlie the curriculum for all learners
a fundamental aspect of the content of that curriculum
 a way of contributing to the achievement of high standards of attainment across the statutory curriculum for all teachers and learners
 a mechanism for addressing issues of relevance to all learners now and in their future lives.
The International Dimension provides opportunities for young people and those who work with them
¨to live their lives in a global context
  to acquire relevant knowledge, understanding and experiences
 to develop appropriate key skills, aptitudes and attitudes
 to broaden their experience of life by contact with people from a variety of backgrounds, countries, faiths and cultures, and by enjoying the cultural diversity that they encounter
 to address global issues concerning sustainability, the environment, development and international interdependence
to explore their own values and identities as individuals and as members of local, national and global communities and thus to explore and respect the identities and values of others
to increase their self-esteem, confidence and sense of achievement.
The development of the International Dimension in Ysgol San Sior will involve:
* a whole-school approach
 * the active support of senior management
*  the active participation of pupils
*  links with, and the involvement of, the local school community
 incorporation in the school mission statement and development plan
 staff development at home and abroad
*  effective networking with other schools, local education authority officers and advisers, regional and national bodies
 * the development of effective links with partners abroad
*  the use of Information and Communications Technologies
* realistic targets and high standards
*  awareness of current developments, new opportunities and sources of support.
The International Dimension has a part to play in all subjects and in both key stages although, it is not suggested that every subject will have an International Dimension every year. However, as a school we will seek to identify opportunities for incorporating the International Dimension into our planning where feasible.
¨       In English: by reading about other cultures and exchanging and developing stories with partner schools abroad; and through the study of major writers from other cultures
¨       In Maths: by using Maths as a language for communication with young people around the world; by providing opportunities for practical data handling work and the exchange of data with peers in other countries; by using Maths for solving problems.
¨       In Science: by providing opportunities for pupils to develop enquiry skills, to learn about environmental issues, including the effects of humans on sustainable development; and to compare and contrast data from different parts of the world.
¨       In Design and Technology: by providing a context for projects involving enterprise activities and by exploring the effects of technology on the development of society and on children's own lives.
¨       In ICT: by providing opportunities for pupils to exchange and share information; by developing pupils' enquiry skills and encouraging them to reflect critically on the wider use of ICT in the world outside school; by enabling pupils to work with others to develop and evaluate their work, and to reflect critically on social, economic, political, legal, ethical and moral issues.
¨       In History: by helping pupils to understand the ways in which the local area, the British Isles and other parts of the world have changed, or stayed the same, over time; by learning about the development of the cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of society; by helping students understand the different perspectives on events in the past from different standpoints and by joint study of events with partners abroad.
¨       In Geography: by extending pupils' awareness of the wider world and understanding of sustainable development; by enabling pupils to study places in the UK and overseas at different stages of economic development; by providing global contexts for the places they study and how places and environments are interdependent.
¨       In Art and Design: through art, craft and design pupils learn about the diverse roles of artists, crafts people and designers working in different times and cultures, and develop their knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in a range of historical, social and cultural contexts.
¨       In Music: by learning to explore and control sounds pupils learn about music from different times and cultures; and through learning to appreciate the music of different times and cultures pupils can develop a greater sense of their own identity.
¨       In PE: through dance, pupils learn to compose, perform  and prepare dances from national as well as other cultures and traditions.
¨       In Personal, Social and Health Education: by learning to respect differences and similarities between people, the consequences of racism and bullying, the effects of prejudice, discrimination and stereotyping and how to challenge them assertively; by working with peers from other countries; by learning to understand the world as a global community, including the Commonwealth and the UK's relations within Europe and the wider world, and their role, rights and responsibilities; by learning about the diversity of identities in the UK and the need for mutual understanding.
¨       Cwricwlwm Cymreig: by comparing and contrasting traditions, customs, stories, legends, art, local environment, rhymes, music and simple elements of language
