Secondary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd


Secondary Case Study 3
Theme: Wealth and Poverty – Pentrehafod School, Swansea (key stage 4)

Learners are interested in the complex interrelationships that contribute to wealth and poverty within and between societies and understand the causes of inequality within and between societies

ESDGC is embedded throughout Pentrehafod School and opportunities are explored within as many curriculum areas as possible with work as varied as democracy projects, School Council, community regeneration and international links.  As part of their Media Studies GCSE students took part in the In Focus project coordinated by the City and County of Swansea’s Sustainable Development Group.  The project was based around an exploration of the UNHDR and MDGs.  Pupils researched issues relating to ESDGC, such as trade and fair trade and used a range of media to present information and respond to key issues, they worked in small groups developing skills of communication and ICT as well as thinking and working together.

The whole school has been involved in promoting fair trade via its tuck shop, fashion shows etc and Pentrehafod is leading the way with the Fairtrade Schools Scheme in Wales.

· Theme: Choices and Decisions – students examined the reasons for fair trade and explored the ways that the media can influence both individuals and public opinion.  They developed an interest in how global issues and current affairs affect them and were able to appreciate how the media influences both individuals and public opinion.  Having a Fair Trade tuck shop in school enabled students to put knowledge into practice in their own decision making

· Theme: Identity and Culture – the projects students developed enabled them to value diversity and equal opportunity as well as understanding the importance of diverse cultural influences (via the media) on themselves and their community
· Key Concepts: interdependence, sustainable change, quality of life

