Secondary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd


Theme: Consumption and Waste – Ysgol Dinas Bran, Llangollen (year 6/7)

Learners are given the opportunity to appreciate the actions required to reduce their own ecological footprint and take action to minimise waste

Key stage 2 pupils join key stage 3 students at Ysgol Dinas Bran to work together on DT projects during the week of the National Eisteddfod in Llangollen.  Active learning is used to raise awareness of sustainability issues and to support pupils in the manufacture of a related product.  In 2006 pupils produced bird boxes and in 2007 the product focussed on was a can crusher.  Designs and concepts are produced in collaboration with the Centre for Alternative Technology

· Theme: Choices and Decisions – Learners are given the opportunity to participate in the school and wider community in order to change things

· Theme: Natural Environment – learners have the opportunity to act to protect biodiversity in local and global environments and to understand how human activity changes local and global environments

· Key Concepts – sustainable change, diversity, quality of life

Theme: Climate Change: Ysgol Tryfan, Bangor (Key Stage 3)

Learners should appreciate the impact of past actions and their actions on future generations and understand the causes of concern over, and implications of, climate change.  They should understand how renewable and non-renewable energy sources are used to generate electricity

Working in partnership with the World Education Centre, Bangor and the North West Wales Enabling Effective Support Fora schemes of work for years 7 and 8 were adapted to look at the effects of climate change in Wales.   A series of lessons was devised for use in year 7, looking at how Wales might address the problem, for example by the use of wind and hydro power and in year 8 lessons focussing on ‘Weather and Climate’ were developed to look at climate change and global warming in more depth.

· Theme: Consumption and Waste – using materials available from Friends of the Earth students carried out an audit in school  entitled ‘Is Ysgol Tryfan a sustainable school?’  Students gathered data on travel / electricity useage etc in order to appreciate the actions that need to be taken to minimise waste and reduce consumption

· Theme: Identity and Culture – also within the year 8 scheme of work opportunities were developed to enable pupils to increase their understanding of sustainable development in the context of rainforests in Brazil and to appreciate that people’s actions and perspectives are influenced by their values helping them to understand the impact of past actions on cultures and identities.

· Key Concepts – values and perceptions, interdependence, citizenship and stewardship

Theme: Wealth and Poverty – Pentrehafod School, Swansea (key stage 4)

Learners are interested in the complex interrelationships that contribute to wealth and poverty within and between societies and understand the causes of inequality within and between societies
ESDGC is embedded throughout Pentrehafod School and opportunities are explored within as many curriculum areas as possible with work as varied as democracy projects, School Council, community regeneration and international links.  As part of their Media Studies GCSE students took part in the In Focus project coordinated by the City and County of Swansea’s Sustainable Development Group.  The project was based around an exploration of the UNHDR and MDGs.  Pupils researched issues relating to ESDGC, such as trade and fair trade and used a range of media to present information and respond to key issues, they worked in small groups developing skills of communication and ICT as well as thinking and working together.

The whole school has been involved in promoting fair trade via its tuck shop, fashion shows etc and Pentrehafod is leading the way with the Fairtrade Schools Scheme in Wales.

· Theme: Choices and Decisions – students examined the reasons for fair trade and explored the ways that the media can influence both individuals and public opinion.  They developed an interest in how global issues and current affairs affect them and were able to appreciate how the media influences both individuals and public opinion.  Having a Fair Trade tuck shop in school enabled students to put knowledge into practice in their own decision making

· Theme: Identity and Culture – the projects students developed enabled them to value diversity and equal opportunity as well as understanding the importance of diverse cultural influences (via the media) on themselves and their community
· Key Concepts: interdependence, sustainable change, quality of life

Theme: Identity and Culture – Bishop of Llandaff High School, Cardiff (Post 16)

Learners are given the opportunity to challenge injustice in appropriate ways and to develop a set of personal values which they apply in practice and reassess at intervals, they develop an understanding of ways that ethical problems faced by society and individuals can be discussed and resolved

Students throughout the school are given the opportunity to join the school’s Amnesty Youth Group which meets to explore human rights issues, the group tends to attract mainly older students who work to raise awareness and involve others from all year groups.  They have been involved in campaigning activities organised by Amnesty and support arts based projects (eg making Christmas Cards and paper cranes) for younger students throughout the school helping to raise awareness and understanding of human rights issues throughout the world.  In 2007 students took part in the International Peace Day event in Cardiff and performed sketches from ‘The Secret Policeman’s Ball’ for the Board of Social Responsibility.  

· Theme: Health – working with the Amnesty group gives learners the opportunity to be concerned about the complex pressures that prevent people from living healthy lifestyles and to understand the long term emotional and physical benefits of a healthy lifestyle by examining issues such as ‘blood diamonds’ and ‘gender inequality’

· Theme: Wealth and Poverty – students are involved in projects that give them the opportunity to appreciate why equity and justice are important in a sustainable community and to understand some of the challenges and impacts of globalisation for communities throughout the world and their impact on concepts of social and natural capital.  Students are also involved in fund raising activities to support Amnesty’s work

· Key Concepts – needs and rights, quality of life, conflict resolution
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