Primary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd

Primary Case Study 7
Theme: Choices and Decisions – Llanigon Primary School, Powys (whole school)

Learners were given the opportunity to express and enact respect for themselves and others and to appreciate that personal actions have consequences.  They developed an understanding that the environment can be affected by the decisions we make individually and collectively

Llanigon Primary School nestles in the foothills of the Black Mountains.  It is a happy, vibrant school which is very much at the centre of the community.  When they heard that a 200 mile pipe line was being laid across some of the most beautiful countryside in Wales close to their school the children and staff felt they could not ignore it.  The pipeline was to impact, not only on the environment, but on the local economy.  The children used role play, drama and debate to explore the issues and mediate amongst themselves and with the families who were caught up in the controversy.  They were able to use both language and mathematics, develop their thinking skills and integrate ICT as part of their project which became very much cross curricular.  

Following a visit to the school by a representative of the National Grid activities were developed appropriate to each age group to explore the impact of the pipeline; key stage 1 used Welly Walks and creative play to explore the pipeline and the effect it had on the environment, whilst key stage 2 pupils considered the attitudes and values connected with the pipeline in their local community.  They used debate, role play and drama to explore the choices that were open to local people and the decisions that they had taken.

· Theme: Wealth and Poverty – pupils learnt about the unequal effects of the pipeline on local families, and the effect these inequalities might have on people’s lives
· Theme: Natural Environment – pupils appreciated the beauty of their own natural environment and explored the effect of people and the needs of 21st century life on that environment
· Key Concepts: interdependence, needs and rights, sustainable change
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