Primary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd

Primary Case Study 5
Theme: Health – Ysgol Trewen, Ceredigion (year 5/6)

Learners are given opportunities to appreciate the importance of family and community for health and to understand that poverty and inequality can cause health problems

At Ysgol Trewen ESDGC is presented through a range of cross curricular projects and activities.  These are often inter-related and aim to address issues relevant to the children’s own experiences as well as to the curriculum.  A school link has been established with Malubalube School in Lesotho and this is facilitated through reciprocal visits and an exchange of letters which are used to address many aspects of ESDGC.  Health issues, including HIV/Aids which have arisen naturally through these letters, have been addressed and explained to the pupils as part of PSE and in partnership with Healthy Schools.  The importance of family and the emotional impact of being without a family was explored in a theatre project about child soldiers.  Small World theatre worked with the children to explore the emotional impact on families and children of children being taken away to be soldiers.

· Theme: Climate Change – using the school link, vegetable gardens were created in both Wales and Lesotho which enabled children to explore the effects of man on the environment and to understand, in a very practical way, that climate change and weather will have an affect on the gardens.  During the project, weather conditions caused the crop to fail in Lesotho helping pupils in Wales to understand the links between food production and climate and the impact these have on people’s lives.
· Theme: Identity and Culture – As part of the project with Small World Theatre looking at the difficult and sensitive issue of child soldiers (Impetus Award)  pupils were able to explore human rights, in particular the Rights of the Child and to consider what rights were being denied to children who became soldiers.  Pupils gained an understanding of the negative effects of prejudice and discrimination as well as knowledge about the way people live and the values that different people have.
· Key Concepts: needs and rights, quality of life, conflict resolution 
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