Primary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd

Primary Case Study 4

Theme: Wealth and Poverty – Edwardsville Primary School, Merthyr Tydfil (year 4)

Learners should be given opportunities to recognise that people are entitled to have their basic needs met and to understand the effects of inequality on the quality of people’s lives

Working to understand the Millennium Development Goals year 4 pupils at Edwardsville Primary school have been involved in an exciting project exploring aspects of wealth and poverty through housing and food.  The project began with an exploration of ‘slum’ housing throughout the world.  Pupils considered how and why slums had developed and the effects of such buildings on people and the environment, they created a mini slum in a spare classroom.  

· Theme: Identity and Culture - pupils explored the ways that different beliefs, values and cultures are expressed.  They looked at housing throughout the world, from slums to teepees to traditional cob building.  Working in partnership with representatives of the Down to Earth project in Swansea and members of the local community pupils have learnt traditional skills to help design and build an outdoor classroom / shelter out of cob.  This will help them understand the way people live and the traditions that shape our homes.  In years 2 and three of the project they will look at tents and teepees and will focus on food security and the importance of using locally grown food where possible.  The whole school have joined in with the building, by observing and reporting on its progress and they will all benefit from the cob building when it is complete.
· Theme:Consumption and Waste – through the cob building and by growing their own food pupils will learn to take personal action to save energy and reduce consumption.  They will learn where things they consume come from and go to, what influences their consumption and that waste can cause pollution.
· Key Concepts: citizenship and stewardship, quality of life, values and perceptions
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Completed cob
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Inside the cob

PAGE  
2

