Primary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd

Primary Case Study 2

Theme: Natural Environment – Trelales Primary School, Bridgend (yrs 1/2)
Learners should develop a sense of awe and wonder at the beauty of landscapes, habitats and living things and should care for the environment and recognise its importance

The outdoor experience is very much a part of learning at Trelales primary school.  The youngest children go out with their teacher for half a day at least once a week to explore the local environment.  There is a strong focus on thinking skills and pupils are encouraged to ask questions about the environment as well as learning in a hands on way what the environment can offer.  They gather fruit, for example elderberries, and use it in the classroom to make cordial etc.  

The ‘outdoor experience’ is continued throughout the school and older pupils have the opportunity to take part in an Environment Club which has enabled them to work with local businesses and the community to create an outdoor classroom.  Year 6 pupils also have the opportunity to visit Stackpole in Pembrokeshire where the emphasis is on all aspects of environmental issues from sustainability to eco-friendly behaviour and responsibilities.  

· Theme: Choices and Decisions – younger pupils begin to work cooperatively on tasks and to develop ways of avoiding and resolving conflicts while older pupils participate in aspects of school life, helping to make decisions.  They understand that their decisions affect the environment.  Following their visit to Stackpole pupils are encouraged to try to find ways of reducing their global footprint and begin to realise that sustainability is not something they learn about in school but a lifestyle choice forever.
· Theme: Health -  year 1 and 2 pupils learn about the importance of eating properly and develop an understanding that all food comes from animals and plants, as they progress through school they begin to understand the impact of the environment on health and wellbeing.
· Key Concepts – interdependence, sustainable change, diversity
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Developing the school grounds
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