Primary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd

Primary Case Study 1
Theme: Natural Environment - Pembroke Primary School, Chepstow (Nursery Class)

Learners should be given the opportunity to care for the environment and recognise its importance they should understand that people’s actions can improve or damage the environment and that different habitats support different animals and plants

As part of a Basic Skills Agency, Language and Play Project the Nursery Nurse at Pembroke Primary School (a qualified Forest School leader) has been using natural resources and the environment with both parents and children in the Nursery class as a means of developing confidence and increasing skills.  Initially, treasure baskets using outdoor resources were created and brought inside allowing children and their parents to share ideas then, as the project progressed, the group were taken outdoors to further their learning and play skills.   By visiting local free amenities such as Magor Marshes, parents have been reintroduced to the natural environment and shown how to use the areas appropriately to enjoy and enhance learning.  Children begin to recognise the importance of the environment and understand that their actions can improve or damage it.

Outdoor play and work is becoming an integral part of life and learning throughout the school.

· Theme: consumption and waste – the variety, importance and therapeutic benefits of natural materials and environments over uniform plastic toys were stressed and children and parents learnt to play with found and recycled objects.  Ordinary household objects were used for language activities and games and ‘rubbish’ was used to make activities that were used with the children.   They learn to use resources carefully and to understand that natural resources are limited and that some things can be recycled.  

· Theme: health – children learn about the responsibility that they have to keep themselves and others safe whilst working and playing together out of doors as well as learning about the therapeutic effects of being outdoors and handling natural materials.

· Key Concepts – citizenship and stewardship, needs and rights, values and perceptions
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Pond dipping at Magor Marsh
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