Primary Case Studies: Liz Thomas, Cyfanfyd

Primary Case Studies

Theme: Natural Environment - Pembroke Primary School, Chepstow (Nursery Class)

Learners should be given the opportunity to care for the environment and recognise its importance they should understand that people’s actions can improve or damage the environment and that different habitats support different animals and plants

As part of a Basic Skills Agency, Language and Play Project the Nursery Nurse at Pembroke Primary School (a qualified Forest School leader) has been using natural resources and the environment with both parents and children in the Nursery class as a means of developing confidence and increasing skills.  Initially, treasure baskets using outdoor resources were created and brought inside allowing children and their parents to share ideas then, as the project progressed, the group were taken outdoors to further their learning and play skills.   By visiting local free amenities such as Magor Marshes, parents have been reintroduced to the natural environment and shown how to use the areas appropriately to enjoy and enhance learning.  Children begin to recognise the importance of the environment and understand that their actions can improve or damage it.

Outdoor play and work is becoming an integral part of life and learning throughout the school.

· Theme: consumption and waste – the variety, importance and therapeutic benefits of natural materials and environments over uniform plastic toys were stressed and children and parents learnt to play with found and recycled objects.  Ordinary household objects were used for language activities and games and ‘rubbish’ was used to make activities that were used with the children.   They learn to use resources carefully and to understand that natural resources are limited and that some things can be recycled.  

· Theme: health – children learn about the responsibility that they have to keep themselves and others safe whilst working and playing together out of doors as well as learning about the therapeutic effects of being outdoors and handling natural materials.

· Key Concepts – citizenship and stewardship, needs and rights, values and perceptions
Theme: Natural Environment – Trelales Primary School, Bridgend (yrs 1/2)

Learners should develop a sense of awe and wonder at the beauty of landscapes, habitats and living things and should care for the environment and recognise its importance

The outdoor experience is very much a part of learning at Trelales primary school.  The youngest children go out with their teacher for half a day at least once a week to explore the local environment.  There is a strong focus on thinking skills and pupils are encouraged to ask questions about the environment as well as learning in a hands on way what the environment can offer.  They gather fruit, for example elderberries, and use it in the classroom to make cordial etc.  

The ‘outdoor experience’ is continued throughout the school and older pupils have the opportunity to take part in an Environment Club which has enabled them to work with local businesses and the community to create an outdoor classroom.  Year 6 pupils also have the opportunity to visit Stackpole in Pembrokeshire where the emphasis is on all aspects of environmental issues from sustainability to eco-friendly behaviour and responsibilities.  
· Theme: Choices and Decisions – younger pupils begin to work cooperatively on tasks and to develop ways of avoiding and resolving conflicts while older pupils participate in aspects of school life, helping to make decisions.  They understand that their decisions affect the environment.  Following their visit to Stackpole pupils are encouraged to try to find ways of reducing their global footprint and begin to realise that sustainability is not something they learn about in school but a lifestyle choice forever.
· Theme: Health -  year 1 and 2 pupils learn about the importance of eating properly and develop an understanding that all food comes from animals and plants, as they progress through school they begin to understand the impact of the environment on health and wellbeing.
· Key Concepts – interdependence, sustainable change, diversity
Theme: Identity and Culture – St Anne’s RC Primary School, Wrexham (years 3/4)

Learners have the opportunities to recognise the negative impact of discrimination and prejudice on individuals and groups and to appreciate that they are citizens in an interconnected world.  They come to understand that we all have similarities and differences and that cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live
St Anne’s RC Primary School in Wrexham worked in partnership with BVSN (Black and Voluntary Sector Network) and Caia Park Communities First Group to celebrate the diversity found within the school and the Caia Park Community.  The project was based around the theme of ‘Migration’ and everyone’s journey to St Anne’s was explored, shared and celebrated.

An artist worked with pupils in years 3 and 4 to create a welcome board for the main entrance of the school.  Pupils discussed different forms of welcome in different cultures and decided to focus on hands as symbols of welcome – they can comfort, embrace, be shaken and used to convey signs of peace and friendship as well as symbolising creativity.  The children used the internet to research words of welcome from many different cultures and depicted them in shades of orange, yellow and gold to represent warmth

· Theme: Wealth and Poverty - Caia Park Family Tree – an artist worked with children in years 5 and 6 to create family trees which were brought into school together with photographs and artefacts which helped the children gain an insight and understanding of their own family’s history and those of their peers.  The community learned about the connections between different places and people and the reasons for migration by creating a giant family tree.  Parents and other relatives were interviewed by pupils who recorded their stories and experiences as part of the family tree

· Theme: Choices and Decisions – by exploring different cultures and identities pupils understood the similarities and differences between themselves and others.  They also understood why their families had decided to come to Wales.  The project helped promote respect for themselves and for others in the aftermath of the racial difficulties in Caia Park and taught children about the rights of the child and how these are implemented across the world

· Key Concepts: diversity, quality of life, conflict resolution

Theme: Wealth and Poverty – Edwardsville Primary School, Merthyr Tydfil (year 4)

Learners should be given opportunities to recognise that people are entitled to have their basic needs met and to understand the effects of inequality on the quality of people’s lives
Working to understand the Millennium Development Goals year 4 pupils at Edwardsville Primary school have been involved in an exciting project exploring aspects of wealth and poverty through housing and food.  The project began with an exploration of ‘slum’ housing throughout the world.  Pupils considered how and why slums had developed and the effects of such buildings on people and the environment, they created a mini slum in a spare classroom.  

· Theme: Identity and Culture - pupils explored the ways that different beliefs, values and cultures are expressed.  They looked at housing throughout the world, from slums to teepees to traditional cob building.  Working in partnership with representatives of the Down to Earth project in Swansea and members of the local community pupils have learnt traditional skills to help design and build an outdoor classroom / shelter out of cob.  This will help them understand the way people live and the traditions that shape our homes.  In years 2 and three of the project they will look at tents and teepees and will focus on food security and the importance of using locally grown food where possible.  The whole school have joined in with the building, by observing and reporting on its progress and they will all benefit from the cob building when it is complete.

· Theme:Consumption and Waste – through the cob building and by growing their own food pupils will learn to take personal action to save energy and reduce consumption.  They will learn where things they consume come from and go to, what influences their consumption and that waste can cause pollution.

· Key Concepts: citizenship and stewardship, quality of life, values and perceptions

[image: image1.jpg]


      [image: image2.jpg]




Theme: Health – Ysgol Trewen, Ceredigion (year 5/6)

Learners are given opportunities to appreciate the importance of family and community for health and to understand that poverty and inequality can cause health problems
At Ysgol Trewen ESDGC is presented through a range of cross curricular projects and activities.  These are often inter-related and aim to address issues relevant to the children’s own experiences as well as to the curriculum.  A school link has been established with Malubalube School in Lesotho and this is facilitated through reciprocal visits and an exchange of letters which are used to address many aspects of ESDGC.  Health issues, including HIV/Aids which have arisen naturally through these letters, have been addressed and explained to the pupils as part of PSE and in partnership with Healthy Schools.  The importance of family and the emotional impact of being without a family was explored in a theatre project about child soldiers.  Small World theatre worked with the children to explore the emotional impact on families and children of children being taken away to be soldiers.

· Theme: Climate Change – using the school link, vegetable gardens were created in both Wales and Lesotho which enabled children to explore the effects of man on the environment and to understand, in a very practical way, that climate change and weather will have an affect on the gardens.  During the project, weather conditions caused the crop to fail in Lesotho helping pupils in Wales to understand the links between food production and climate and the impact these have on people’s lives.

· Theme: Identity and Culture – As part of the project with Small World Theatre looking at the difficult and sensitive issue of child soldiers (Impetus Award)  pupils were able to explore human rights, in particular the Rights of the Child and to consider what rights were being denied to children who became soldiers.  Pupils gained an understanding of the negative effects of prejudice and discrimination as well as knowledge about the way people live and the values that different people have.

· Key Concepts: needs and rights, quality of life, conflict resolution 

Theme: Climate Change – Llanlleched Primary School, Gwynedd (year 6)

Learners recognise that individuals and groups can take action to combat climate change and realise that there is a difference between climate and weather and that climate changes can cause weather changes.  They also learn that climate can change with time and that there are a range of alternative ways to both save and generate energy

Following a residential visit to Rhyd Ddu outdoors centre in Snowdonia pupils became aware of some of the causes and potential effects of climate change on the environment.  The pupils involved in the visit learnt first hand about the links between people and the environment and used problem solving activities to develop strategies for sustainability and effective team work.  They put these into practice on return to school by forming the Green Friends team and making a film and powerpoint presentation to share their outdoor experiences with their peers.  They learnt to communicate ideas and emotions through a range of methods to a variety of audiences, to work together and to use ICT to gather and share information.  In this way the learning experiences of a small group of pupils were disseminated and shared throughout the school.

· Theme: Natural Environment – by working with practitioners at Rhyd Ddu pupils were able to develop a respect for landscapes, habitats and living things.  The Green Team have audited the school ground for biodiversity and have created a garden for younger pupils.  They also came to understand that people depend on the environment for energy, food and other materials.  A compost bin has been established for use in conjunction with the fresh fruit snack scheme and a change has been made from milk in cartons to milk in biodegradable plastic containers.

· Theme:Choices and Decisions – The Green Team has been able to participate in various aspects of life in school and have undertaken an audit in school looking for ways to improve recycling, waste minimisation and energy reduction, they help to make decisions with the understanding that the environment can be affected by the decisions we make both personally and collectively

· Key Concepts – citizenship & stewardship, needs and rights, diversity
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Theme: Choices and Decisions – Llanigon Primary School, Powys (whole school)

Learners were given the opportunity to express and enact respect for themselves and others and to appreciate that personal actions have consequences.  They developed an understanding that the environment can be affected by the decisions we make individually and collectively
Llanigon Primary School nestles in the foothills of the Black Mountains.  It is a happy, vibrant school which is very much at the centre of the community.  When they heard that a 200 mile pipe line was being laid across some of the most beautiful countryside in Wales close to their school the children and staff felt they could not ignore it.  The pipeline was to impact, not only on the environment, but on the local economy.  The children used role play, drama and debate to explore the issues and mediate amongst themselves and with the families who were caught up in the controversy.  They were able to use both language and mathematics, develop their thinking skills and integrate ICT as part of their project which became very much cross curricular.  

Following a visit to the school by a representative of the National Grid activities were developed appropriate to each age group to explore the impact of the pipeline; key stage 1 used Welly Walks and creative play to explore the pipeline and the effect it had on the environment, whilst key stage 2 pupils considered the attitudes and values connected with the pipeline in their local community.  They used debate, role play and drama to explore the choices that were open to local people and the decisions that they had taken.

· Theme: Wealth and Poverty – pupils learnt about the unequal effects of the pipeline on local families, and the effect these inequalities might have on people’s lives

· Theme: Natural Environment – pupils appreciated the beauty of their own natural environment and explored the effect of people and the needs of 21st century life on that environment

· Key Concepts: interdependence, needs and rights, sustainable change
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Theme: Consumption and Waste – Aberhafesp Primary School, Powys (whole school)

Learners have the opportunity to know and understand where the things they consume come from and go to and what influences their individual consumption

The CAFE (Children , Agriculture, Food & Education) Project (a partnership between Powys County Council Schools Service and the Mid Wales Food and Land Trust that is funded by CCW) has been working with schools in Powys since January 2005, helping them to ‘reconnect children to food and farming’.  The emphasis is on facilitating regular school/farm visits and developing links with local volunteer farms.  A second strand to the project started at Aberhafesp Primary School where the children, working with teachers, governors and the PTA, host a School Farmers’ Market where local producers and the local community come together in a social setting to select and buy local food direct from the producers.  The pupils are involved in the publicity, run their own stall raising money for the School Council and developing their entrepreneurial skills.  The CAFE Project provides opportunities for children to visit the local producers on their farms and to gain first hand experience of the links between food and farming. Through regular visits throughout their school career it is hoped that they will become ‘food wise’ consumers.  Pupils use communication and thinking skills as well as number and ICT to plan, promote and publicise the School Farmers’ Markets and, through survey and data-collection, to appraise their success.  The project has been taken up by seven other Powys schools holding Markets once or twice each term; with at least three more hoping to hold Markets soon.  

· Theme: Health – by understanding where their food comes from pupils are able to appreciate the basic ingredients of a healthy lifestyle and the impact and importance of the environment on health and well being, they are able to begin to take care of their own health and the health of others
· Theme: Climate Change – pupils learn about the importance of weather on food production and that by choosing local produce individuals and groups can take action to combat climate change
· Key Concepts: interdependence, quality of life, values and perceptions
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