Theme: Identity and Culture and Wealth and Poverty – Ysgol Llanllechid, Gwynedd

Learners at Ysgol Llanllechid have worked in partnership with Mavisville Preparatory School in Jamaica to study themes of wealth and poverty by analysing and comparing the slave trade and sugar plantations in Jamaica with conditions in slate mines in North Wales. Through tracking migration patterns Ysgol Llanllechid, with help from poet Benjamin Zephaniah, have also learnt about the influence of Jamaican and Caribbean immigrants on societies and culture in Wales.

By comparing histories of slate mining, slavery and sugar plantation workers, learners have been able to grasp concepts of human rights in both Wales and the Caribbean. This has led to assessments of contemporary concepts of slavery and encouraged learners to assess initiatives such as FairTrade. Concepts of diversity, racism and human rights are analysed throughout the school, with years 1-2 focusing on India and Hinduism, years 3-4 on indigenous people in North America and years 5-6 on Jamaica. The work on slavery produced an anti-racism video and exhibition displays that have been exhibited in the National Trust’s Penrhyn Castle in 2007 to commemorate the bicentenary of the abolition of slavery in the UK. The anti-racism video was also praised as an example of excellence by the Commissioner for the Race Equality Council Wales. Work on studying the impact of immigration on Welsh culture has seen poet Benjamin Zephaniah visit the school community and involved studies of Jamaican communities in Cardiff and the development of the school’s partnership with Mavisville. 

· Theme: Identity and culture – Exploration of the lasting impact of Jamaican immigration into Wales and the role of Welsh migrants to the Caribbean.
· Theme: Wealth and poverty – Learners gained and understanding of the slave trade and working conditions in Jamaican sugar plantations and Welsh slate mines. This led to an understanding of human rights and how they are still threatened in food production today, with the alternative production models supported by trade justice movements. 
· Key Concepts – Wealth and poverty and identity and culture
