

There are many different possible ways of using the material cards.  Here are just a few suggestions for using them with your class:

1)  This game would work with any small number of pupils.  Cards are shuffled and placed face down in a pile.   Each time, two cards are taken from the top of the pile and placed face down.   They are turned over at the same time and it’s a race to be the first pupil to find a common property between the two materials shown.  When they do, they can shout ‘Property!’ and give their answer.
The first to find an agreed common property keeps the pair.  Another two cards are placed and the game starts again.  Once all the cards are used up, the pupil with the most pairs wins.  If a group cannot find a common property between two cards then these can be put to one side.

This game can also be played where pupils must state why the two materials are different e.g. cardboard absorbs water, glass does not.

2) The cards could also be used by two pupils to play ‘snap’.  However, this time they would be looking to find a common property.  If a pupil calls ‘Property!’ they have a couple of seconds to suggest a common property between the last two cards placed to win the deck or their opponent wins it instead.
3)  Cards are shuffled and dealt to 2-4 players, objective is to clear their hand.  First card is placed by the pupil to the left of the dealer.

In a similar vein to ‘paper, stone, scissors’, if a player can suggest a property that one of the materials in their hand has that the one laid down has not then they can place the card down.  Alternatively, you could play it so that pupils have to suggest a common property between a card in their hand with the one on the table.  
If successful playing either game, then the player’s card leaves their hand and is placed on top of the card on the table.  This is the new material that the next pupil has to match / compare.

Pupils can play in turns or, if you want to speed up the game and make it more competitive, pupils can jump in with answers at any time!

