Surface Water Management 
The floods that hit the UK in the summer of 2007 were unprecedented on all levels. The period from May to July was the wettest since national records began in 1766, 55,000 properties were flooded and 13 people died. The estimated cost of direct damage caused by the flooding is approximately £3 billion. 

It has been estimated that two-thirds of the homes flooded in 2007 were flooded by surface water i.e. rainfall that runs from impermeable areas such as roofs, highways and driveways into the sewerage system. This flooding was an exceptional event but it is now widely accepted that climate change will increase both the frequency and intensity of rainfall, and with the growth of built-up areas (known as impermeable area creep) preventing water from soaking into the ground as nature intended, more flooding and more pollution getting into the rivers and seas will occur.

In order to mitigate these effects of climate change, to counter impermeable area creep whilst also encouraging recreational and conservation opportunities, Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) have recognised that surface water needs to be managed in an integrated and sustainable way and that it should be returned to the ground and open water courses at the earliest opportunity and have commissioned the development of a long-term strategy. 
Part of the strategy will promote the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) which are systems that when in the urban environment, deal with surface water run-off close to where rain falls, protect or enhance water quality, and are sympathetic to the environmental setting and the needs of the local community. They can also provide a habitat for wildlife in urban watercourses and encourages natural groundwater recharge. 
