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The World of Case Studies
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This is too broad an area. Which places/areas were exactly affected? Name countries or a physical area like the Sahel.





What crops and animals were affected? Did the person mean ‘malnutrition’? Should it not be drought? What diseases did the plants and animals suffer from? What happened to the soil – erosion or salinisation? Finally, when asked about the effects on people, it is not enough to state that they will have no food.








Too little rain when? How might global warming have affected the climate patterns? It didn’t rain for a long time. So what? The point needs to be developed. What rivers were low? Name them. Countries in Africa are LEDCs. Washing cars and watering gardens seem inappropriate.





Finally, there is not enough specific detail throughout.


 





The Case Study is the final part of each question you answer on Paper One or Two. You must, therefore, answer three Case Studies on this paper. On Paper One the Case Studies are worth a total of 15 marks out of the total of 90. On Paper Two this figure rises to 24 marks. It is therefore, very important that you revise your Case Studies in detail and are able to use them to answer the questions your examiners ask. Read the answer to the Paper Two Case Study below and the comments about it.





Name a place that has had a water shortage.


Africa





Describe how the water shortage affects people and places. 


It has affected both crops and animals. They have little water and suffer from malnutrition because of this. This has meant that they have suffered from diseases and died.


It has also effected the soil and because of this little will grow. This means people will have no food.





Explain what caused the water shortage.


There was too little rain and rivers were low probably because of global warming. It didn’t rain for a long time. People were also using too much water for things like cleaning the car and watering the garden. This had all been going on for a lot of years and there wasn’t much water around.  





Case Study Mark Scheme





Paper Two – Higher Tier





Level 1: Choice of case study applied reasonably well. Gives simple description or explanation. Information is communicated by brief statements.				1-2 marks





Level 2: Choice of case study applied well. Gives descriptive points in more detail but little explanation. Communication begins to show structure with occasional use of specialist terms. Sentences show some coherence but occasional errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.			3-4 marks





Level 3: Appropriate choice of case study applied well. Provides a balanced account which gives descriptive detailed points with some explanation. Communication has structure with some use of specialist terms. Coherent sentences with few errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.  		5-6 marks





Level 4: Appropriate choice of case study applied very well. Provides a balanced account which includes specific description and explanation. Communication is logical and contains specialist terms. Spelling punctuation and grammar have considerable accuracy.			7-8 marks





 











The Case Study:


Getting it right


�





Getting the Case Study right needs practice. Write an answer to the Case Study below and mark it using the scheme on the left. Work with a partner to write notes like the ones above to show how you might get your answer into a higher level. Then, practise with more past Case Study questions.





Name a place where you have studied a primary or tertiary economic activity. State whether you are writing about a primary or tertiary activity.


Draw a labelled sketch map to show the location of the economic activity.


Explain the advantages and disadvantages of this location now.
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