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Compare: Write what is similar and different between two pieces of information. Use the word ‘whereas’ to help you compare.





Describe: Just write what you see. You may be asked to describe what you see on a photo, graph or map. Do not explain if you are only asked to describe.





Explain/give reasons: You are now being asked to say why something you have already described is happening. Use ‘because’ to help you answer these questions.


There are often two marks awarded for giving just one reason. Where this happens you will be expected to give a simple statement and its elaboration. Ask ‘so what’ to find the elaboration.








 








Justify: You could be asked to justify a decision you have made. This may happen in the final task on Papers Three & Four. Explain your choices in terms of why they are better than other options open to you. 





Measure: You may be asked to measure on a map or graph. Don’t guess – measure accurately using the scale provided.





Suggest: This is similar to explain but tells you that you are expected to bring in ideas and understanding of our own and is not provided on the paper.





What is meant by?: You are being asked to give a definition of a geographical term. You must know the main terms for each of the four Units. When asked for a definition, giving an example is not enough.   	





Command words





Examination success depends not only upon how well you know your geography but also being able to use this to give the examiners the information they are asking. Examiners help you give the correct information by using ‘command words’. Some common commands are below. Give exactly what is asked and you should do well.     
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Test a friend


Each Unit of your geography course has important terms that you need to be able to define. Some of these are shown below. Find a definition for each of these terms and write them on a small piece of card. Write the term on a different card. Ask a friend to match the correct cards. Do this also for other terms you think important. 











Climate, Environment & People





Anticyclone


Climate


Depression


Drought


Ecosystem


Exploitation


Flooding


Nutrients


Precipitation


Sustainability


Weather





People and Place








CBD


Commuters


Housing tenure


Inner city


Migrants


National Parks


Services


Squatter settlements


Suburbs


Sustainability


Urbanisation





People, Work & Development





Employment types


Economic recession


Economic recovery


Infrastructure


Intermediate aid


MNC


Multiplier effect


Quality of life


Standard of living


Sustainability


Traditional aid





Water, Landforms & People








Abrasion


Attrition


Bankfull stage


Corrosion


Deposition


Discharge


Erosion


Irrigation


Sustainability


Water cycle


Weathering




















