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Be prepared!





There are no big secrets to success in the examination room. Providing you have revised effectively and are well organised, you should  do as well in the exams as your geography ability will allow. 





1. Revision


  	       


start early


ask if there is anything you don’t understand


attend any extra  lessons offered


work out a realistic revision timetable


find a space where you are happy to revise


make your revision active, don’t just read


follow up a period of effective revision with a reward





2. On examination days





know your exam timetable well


arrive relaxed and on time


know your centre and candidate numbers


make sure you are fully equipped


take two pens, two pencils… it’s much easier if the one you’re using runs out or breaks





Papers One & Two


Each paper is 90 minutes long and has 90 marks. Once you have chosen a question to answer out of each pair, you will have a little less than one minute per mark. Your examiners will not expect you to write more. Go straight to the point – don’t waffle. Be guided by the marks in brackets as to how many points you need to make.


Look at this answer from the 2006 examination:


QB3 (a) (i)  What is the difference between ‘flows’ and ‘stores’     [1]





“The main difference between stores and flows is that when water is stored it is trapped somewhere, for example it could be stored as ice in a glacier, it could be stored as water in a reservoir or lake or it could be stored in the sea. When water flows it means that the water is going somewhere, for example it would flow in a river this is stream flow or it can move through the rocks, this is groundwater flow. This is the difference between a flow and a store.”





Write your own response to this question. Your target is 15 words.





Papers Three & Four  


Each of these papers is also 90 minutes long but has only 60 marks, so there should be less pressure on time. You will be given advice at the start of each of the three parts it is divided into as to how long you should spend on it. Make sure that you keep to these times.


The final ‘problem-solving’ task is in two parts, a table to help you organise your ideas and a final letter or report to write. When completing both, use elaborated statements. They will gain marks.


Remember that a well completed matrix could give you marks at the top of Level Two on both Papers 3 and 4. 
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Know your Units





The 2008 geography examination tests the four  Avery Hill Units as follows:





Papers One & Two


(Wednesday 4 June, morning)


People and Place


Climate, Environment and People


People, Work and Development


Papers Three & Four


(Thursday 12 June, afternoon)


Water, Landforms and People
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There is nothing more upsetting than answering most of the examination paper well and running out of time before you could complete the last question. Each examination will have enough time, but none to waste. Use the following tips to help you finish on time. 





Managing your time








