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An Introduction to Video Editing Using Windows Movi e Maker 2
Duncan Whitehurst - ICT Advisory Teacher Pembrokesh ire County Council 

1. Connect the DV out socket on your video  
camera to your computer using an IEEE1394 4pin 
to 4pin or 4 to 6 pin (‘firewire’) cable.  

5. In Movie Tasks click on the arrow next to  
Capture Video to open up the list of options  
available.

6. Click on Capture From Video Device. 

2. Switch your camera on to Play and start up your 
computer. 

3. Start Windows Movie Maker by clicking on Start, 
All Programs the Widows Movie Maker. If you’re 
lucky it may already be in the start menu as in the 
picture above, 

4. This is the page you see when the program 
opens up. It has 4 main sections: Movie Tasks, 
Clips Collection, Preview Pane and the Editing 
Timeline.
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7. Type in a name for your video and leave the 
folder for the video to be captured to as the default, 
My Videos. Click on Next. 

11. Click on Start Capture and make a cup of tea 
while the video is captured onto your computer. 
Even though you turned preview off, you can still 
preview the movie on the video camera’s screen. 

12. Click on Finish to end the capture process and 
Movie Maker will attempt to split your video up into 
the original scenes it was filmed in. It doesn’t  
always get this bit right, but it’s free... 

8. Now choose the quality of your video capture. 
Select Other Settings and click on High Quality 
Video (PAL). This gives you a good quality video 
which does not take up too much hard drive space. 

9. Select Capture Parts of the Tape Manually and 
de-select Show Preview During Capture: this en-
sures that there is less likelihood of dropped 
frames or ‘jumpy video’. Click Next. 

10. Select Create Clips When the Wizard Finishes. 
This ensures that the program tries to detect every 
time you pressed pause when filming and splits 
your movie into separate scenes. 
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13. All the scenes should be visible in the Clips 
Collection. To preview each clip, click on it once 
and click on Play in the Preview Pane.  

17. When your clips are in order switch back to the 
Timeline view to trim each clip. 

18. You can zoom in on each clip to see what you 
are doing by clicking on the magnifying glass at the 
top of the timeline.

14. The next step is to drag your favourite clips 
onto the Timeline for editing. This is best done in 
Storyboard view. Click on Show Storyboard to see 
a filmstrip of empty clip boxes on the timeline. 

15. Drag your first clip onto the storyboard. 16. Put your clips in order in the Storyboard view. 
You can drag them around to change the order and 
preview your rough movie in the Preview Pane. 
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19. In the Preview Pane, play the first clip from the 
start and pause the video at the point where you 
need to cut the clip. You can make fine adjust-
ments by moving the Scrubber tool on the timeline. 

23. The front part of the clip with the Director’s in-
structions has now been deleted. Now we need to 
delete a section from the end of the clip. Pause the 
video where you want to make the cut. 

24. Click on the part of the clip you want to remove 
and press the delete key. 

20. Click on the Split Clip tool in the Preview Pane 
to split the clip into two parts—the bit you want to 
keep and the bit you want to delete. You can also 
press CTRL + L to split a clip. 

21. Click on the part of the clip you want to delete. 22. Right click on the clip and click Delete, 
alternatively simply use the delete key on the  
keyboard. 
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25. Every time you edit a scene, save your work. 
Moviemaker is not the most stable program at 
times—so this is essential! Go to File and Save 
Project. 

29. It’s easier to add a transition with the timeline in 
Storyboard view, so click on Show Storyboard.  

30. Click on the fade transition and drag it into the 
transition box between two scenes. Teach children 
to use transitions sparingly. Ask them to watch a 
TV programme and count how many transitions are  
used—they may be surprised at how few there are! 

26. Save your project in My Videos, give it a file 
name and click on Save. Continue to edit the other 
clips in your movie. 

27. Now to add a transition between two scenes. 
Click on View Video Transitions under Edit Movie 
in Movie Tasks.  

28. Scroll down to find the two main transitions 
used in broadcasting—dissolve and fade. These 
are commonly used to show a move forward in 
time and space. Other transitions are best avoided! 



6

An Introduction to Video Editing Using Windows Movi e Maker 2
Duncan Whitehurst - ICT Advisory Teacher Pembrokesh ire County Council 

31. To add a title to your movie click on Make Titles 
or Credits in Movie Tasks. 

35. Click on Change the Text Font and Colour. 36. Select a different font for the title. 

32. Click on Add title at the beginning of the movie 
from the list of choices. 

33. Type in the text for the title, then click on 
Change the Title Animation to choose something 
other than the standard title. 

34. I’d like t have a Star Wars effect for my title, so 
I’ve selected Scroll, Perspective form the list of title 
animations. You’ll see a preview of your title in the 
Preview pane. 
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37. Change the font colour and background if you 
want. Above I’ve changed the background colour to  
red. Click on OK to make the change. 

41. If you want to add music to your movie you 
have to have it saved somewhere on your  
computer. Click on Import Audio or Music in the 
Capture Video section of Movie Tasks. 

42. Look in your computer for music files. I have 
downloaded some TV theme music from the  
internet and have it saved on drive C. 

38. Click on Done, Add Title to Movie when you are 
happy with your title. 

39. The title will drop in at the start of the movie. 
Click on Play in the Preview Pane to see the movie 
with its title in place. 

40. If you want to add Credits at the end of the 
movie follow the same steps as before after select-
ing the relevant title from the list of options. 
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43. It’s saved in a folder called Sound Effects, so I’ll 
click on this. 

47. You can shorten the audio clip to fit a scene by 
hovering over the end of the clip with the mouse 
until you see a double arrow, then drag the end of 
the clip in so that it matches the length of the 
scene. I’ve shortened it above to fit the title. 

48. To add a voiceover to your movie play the 
movie, or move the scrubber tool, and pause it at 
the point you want the voiceover to come in. Click 
on the microphone at the top of the timeline. 

44. Inside the sound effects folder there’s a folder 
called TV Themes. I’ve opened this and selected 
the Laurel and Hardy theme. Click on Import to 
bring the music into Movie Maker. 

45. The music is added to the clips collection. 46. Switch to Timeline View and drag the audio clip 
down onto the Audio/Music track on the Timeline.  
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49. Make sure you have a microphone connected 
to your computer (I recommend the Logitech USB 
desktop mic or the Samson CU01, if you are richer, 
for good quality sound). Click on Start Narration. 

53. The narration will appear in place on the Audio/
Music track. You can click and drag it into position 
if you need to and trim the beginning and the end 
as I did with the music track.  

54. To add a subtitle to a scene pause the movie at 
the point you would like the subtitle to appear and 
click on Make Titles or Credits. 

50. Click on Stop Narration to stop recording. 

51. Give your narration a file name and click on 
Save.

52. Click on Done to finish the process. 
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55. Click on Add Title and then Add Title on the 
Selected Clip. 

59. The subtitle lands in the Title Overlay track on 
the timeline. You can click and drag it into position 
and lengthen or shorten it by hovering over either 
end until you see the double arrow and dragging it 
out.

60. To export your finished movie as a Windows 
Media file click on Save to My Computer under  
Finish Movie in Movie Tasks. 

56. Type in the text for the subtitle and click on 
Change the Title Animation. 

57. Select Subtitle from the list of titles. 58. Change the font colour if needed and click on 
Done, Add Title to Movie. 
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61. Give your movie a file name and select a folder 
to save it to. I have made a folder in My Videos 
called Edited Video for all of my completed movies, 
so I’ll select that folder and click OK. 

65. Save your project and exit Movie Maker. 
Browse to My Documents/My Videos/Edited Videos 
and click twice on your movie to play it. 

66. The movie will play in Windows Media Player. 
You can copy the movie file and save it onto a CD 
or use another program like Ulead Video Studio to 
save the movie onto DVD. 

62. Click on Next. 

63. From Other Settings select High Quality Video 
(the same quality at which we captured the movie) 
and click on Next. 

64. Make a cup of tea while Movie Maker produces 
the finished movie and saves it. 


