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	What are the most popular ways of delivering the module?

	· An hour a week over 20 weeks (autumn and spring term)

· 2 hours a week over 10 weeks (autumn and/or spring term)

· A ‘Language Week’ at the end of the summer term (usually at the end of the first year, if it is a two year course)

· 10 hours of timetabled sessions complemented by 10 hours of self-guided learning


	What should I concentrate on when teaching the language?


	Many schools and colleges already involved in the Welsh Baccalaureate have chosen to deliver beginners’ languages and to concentrate on oral skills. The emphasis is on learning how to communicate in a basic way, in everyday situations.

Teachers introduce the culture of the country as appropriate and may make reference to that country’s influence in the world e.g. food, technology, fashion, music.

If the students have already studied the language and are doing a vocational course, you could focus on a particular vocational aspect of that language e.g. French for Hospitality and Catering students, Welsh for Childcare students and Italian for Motor Vehicle students.




	What resources are available?


	· BBC Steps – Spanish, French, Italian, German plus other languages

· BBC Talk CD’s

· Digital College 

· NGfL

· Japan Foundation

· Confucius Institutes (Lampeter and Cardiff Universities) – Chinese
· Language departments and local networks
Many schools and colleges have designed their own resources to suit their way of delivering the module.

	How is the Language Module assessed?


	All candidates are required to complete the language module page of their Candidate Diary, giving information including:

· the language chosen;

· what activities they took part in to improve their language 
      skills; 
· what progress they made improving their language skills. 

The teacher/assessor must validate that the candidate has satisfied the requirements for the language module




FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
	Can candidates studying for a language qualification use this as evidence for the language module?  

Candidates will often be studying their chosen language for GCSE or AS level. Candidates may use 20 hours from such language courses to count for the Language Module.  If this approach is used, the relevant section of the Candidate Diary must still be completed.
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Can previous language experiences or qualifications be used for the language module?
It is important to note that the Language Module must be undertaken during the candidate’s Welsh Baccalaureate programme of study. Post-16 candidates for example, cannot use a GCSE qualification from key-stage 4. In order to meet the requirements of the language module, candidates who have already developed language skills and competencies by achieving a language qualification such as GCSE, must progress their language learning via another qualification e.g. AS level or a vocational language qualification. 
	Can English be used for the language module by candidates whose first language is not English?
Yes. Candidates whose first language is not English can if they wish, choose to progress their language skills using English e.g. through ESOL or GCSE English. First language Welsh candidates may therefore complete the language module via GCSE English courses. Note, English cannot be used by first language English candidates. 
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What should you do if you are unsure about whether a language can be used for the language module?

All candidates will follow a modern foreign language, Welsh or sign language/ Mekaton. Some qualifications which promote language learning in vocational contexts e.g. Iaith ar Waith, are acceptable. Others, such as Latin which also provide opportunities for progression of language learning are also acceptable. The following have not been allowed e.g. Air traffic marshalling, computer languages and commands in martial arts. If you are unsure you must contact WJEC.



Foundation, Intermediate and Advanced Diplomas





The language learning can be at any level within each of the diplomas e.g. even if students are doing the Advanced Diploma they can do a language from beginners’ level. It is a popular choice to do a beginners’ language, as this is new and different and the student can see immediate progression in 20 hours.
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The number of languages offered will depend on individual school or college’s circumstances.  Often the Head of Modern Languages organises the Language Module and the language teachers deliver it, drawing on their language skills (which may be additional languages to the ones they normally teach).











What is the purpose of the Language Module?





The Language Module is part of the Core of the Welsh Baccalaureate.  It complements the ‘Wales, Europe and the World’ component.  As it is part of the Core, it is compulsory for students at all levels to complete the 20 hour Module.





The Language Module aims to:





To develop the student’s language skills


To develop the student’s capacity for independent language learning


To raise awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity


To contribute to the breadth of the Welsh Baccalaureate 


To encourage students to pursue language learning in the future.





There is a wide choice of languages for candidates to choose from including any modern foreign language, Welsh or Sign Language. The module offers an experience of another language and the culture associated with it. 
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