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	Assessment Criteria

Good Practice

(i) develop, organise and present findings in an appropriate and effective way.

· Findings are organised, developed and presented, in an effective and where appropriate creative way.
(II) apply a range of appropriate skills and techniques; 

· A range of appropriate and demanding skills and techniques are applied effectively and creatively.

(iii) show a good knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue, making appropriate connections between relevant information and concepts.  

· Demonstrates a thorough and comprehensive knowledge and understanding.
· Makes and explains complex connections between relevant and information and concepts e.g. explains how and why attitudes may change. 
(iv) include appropriate coverage of a local/Wales perspective and at least one other country or region.
· Very good coverage of topic and both perspectives. While emphasis may be on one, an effective balance is maintained.
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How could the Individual Investigation be structured?

There is no ‘official’ or ‘right’ way to present the Individual Investigation. A common and successful format is shown below.

	Title


	· Phrase as a Key Question or Hypothesis
· Cover the issue, Wales and the other country/region.


	Introduction


	· Introduce the topic or issue generally

· State your hypothesis. What you expect to find out in your investigation about Wales and the other country/region.

· Outline and comment on the methods you intend to use in your investigation        

 

	Main Body
	·  Plan and present information using a logical sequence e.g. sections or chapters covering different aspects of the topic or issue. 

· Build and present a coherent argument, presenting any conflicting arguments in a structured way.

· Meet the requirement to cover Wales and the other country or region chosen in balanced and effective way.
· Support arguments with evidence from a range of relevant and appropriate sources. 

· Provide evidence of a range of appropriate skills and techniques.

· Display a good knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue, making appropriate connections between relevant information and concepts. 

	Conclusion
	· A summary of your findings

· Your views on these findings and the extent to which they met your original expectations.

	Evaluation
	· Comment honestly and in detail on the strengths and weaknesses of your own performance. 

· Comment for example on the methods you used, your time management, and the effectiveness of your research, organisation of work and use of information.

· How would you have do things differently if you did this work again? 

	Bibliography
	· An annotated bibliography including a comprehensive and detailed list of all sources used. 

· Include a brief evaluation of the relative usefulness of these sources.

	Appendix
	· Limit what is included in an appendix e.g. one completed copy of a questionnaire or interview used and/or additional relevant information relating to your research e.g. tally chart.



KEY POINTS
To make a paper readable

· Print or type using a 12 point standard font, such as Times, Geneva, Bookman, Helvetica, etc. 
· Number pages consecutively 
· Start each new section on a new page 
· Produce between 2,000-2,500 words excluding sources. 
· Use normal prose 

· Stay focused on the topic 

· Present your points in logical order 

· Use present tense to report well accepted facts - for example, 'the grass is green' 

· Use past tense to describe specific results - for example, 'When weed killer was applied, the grass was brown' 

· Avoid informal wording, don't address the reader directly, and don't use jargon, slang terms, or superlatives 
Things to avoid
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Plan an outline of the main body of your investigation. 
· Write an outline plan of for the main body of your investigation. It is a good idea to break the issue or topic down into sections or themes and not simply write about Wales and the other country completely separately. Try to break this part of your investigation down into sections and then paragraphs. Use paragraphs to separate each important point.

Be sure to covering Wales and the other country/region 

· Ensure a balanced coverage of Wales and the other country/region. 
You do not have to compare the two countries, but can do so if you wish. It is sometimes better to put points of comparison i.e. any similarities and differences between Wales and the other country in the conclusion.
FINDING INFORMATION
The Individual Investigation at the Advanced and Intermediate levels must include information about Wales and at least one other country or region. 

Most effective investigations have roughly a 50/50 balance between these perspectives. It is however sometimes difficult to find information about Wales or the other country/region, which is something to be taken into account when deciding the title. It is sometimes easier to choose a country which is either English speaking or where there are relevant and useful websites available in English or Welsh
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One of the major faults seen with Individual Investigations is the failure to use up to date statistics. It is accepted that information available may be a year or two out of date, but unless you are investigating trends, you should look for data which is as up to date as possible.
The data government website provides a vast resource of official information. One of the most interesting developments is the development of statistical apps for your mobile phone. (http://data.gov.uk/apps)
Statistical apps

A wide range of apps provided on this site by the UK government can provide you with information on everything from local services information, local and national crime statistics, and even environmental issues to name but a few. Search the apps list to find out more.
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PRESENTING INFORMATION
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· Make sure that the information you include is relevant and adds something to the point you are trying to make or your overall argument. 
· Quotations from academics or eye witnesses etc, should generally be short and to the point. Including too long a source may result in the reader losing the thread of the argument. 

· If you have done some primary research of your own (e.g. interview or questionnaire), include and make reference to this where relevant in the main text and not as part of an appendix. 

· Remember at this level you must show a good knowledge, understanding and coverage of the topic or issue you have chosen to investigate. You are expected to be able to comment on the reliability of the sources you are using and to show an awareness of differing points of view.
SORTING AND ORGANISING YOUR RESEARCH
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· Sort and organise all the information you have gathered according to your outline. This is the most important stage in writing your Individual Investigation. Here you will analyse, synthesise, sort, and digest the information you have gathered and hopefully learn something about your topic. 
· Devise your own method to organise your notes. One idea is to group your notes in sections and label them with codes e.g., A2, A3, A4, etc. This method will enable you to quickly put all your resources in the right place as you organise your notes according to your outline. You can mark with a different colour ink or use a hi-lighter to identify useful sections - summaries, paraphrases or quotations perhaps on note cards, or separate sheets of lined paper.
SELECTING INFORMATION

· Look carefully at your research data. Is the information reliable? Is it factual, up-to-date, and correct? 
· Do not include any information that is not relevant to your topic, and do not include information that you do not understand. 
· Make sure the information that you have noted is carefully recorded and in your own words, if possible. Plagiarism is definitely out of the question. Document all ideas borrowed or quotes used very accurately. As you organise your notes, jot down detailed bibliographical information for each cited paragraph and have it ready to transfer to your bibliography.
PRODUCING THE FIRST DRAFT
· Put all your note cards or paper in the order of your original outline. Start with the first topic in your outline. Read all the relevant notes you have gathered that have been marked, e.g. with the code for the first section. Summarise, paraphrase or quote directly for each idea you plan to use in your essay. 

· If using a word processor, create meaningful filenames that match your outline codes for easy cut and paste as you type up your final paper. 

· If it is helpful to you, use a symbol such as "#" to mark the spot where you would like to check back later to edit a paragraph. The unusual symbol will make it easy for you to find the exact location again. Delete the symbol once editing is completed.
THE FINAL VERSION
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1. Is my Individual Investigation clear and well organised?
2. Are my arguments presented in a logical sequence?
3. Are all sources properly referenced to ensure that I am not plagiarizing?
4. Have I answered my key question or proved my hypothesis with strong supporting arguments?
For many students, Wikipedia is often their first call when searching for information for the individual Investigation. However there is a wealth of official and reliable statistical information available. Government statistics are not as hard to find or use as you may think. The government does all it can to make sure citizens can access information. One of the ways the UK government has tried to do this is by using a website. � HYPERLINK "http://data.gov.uk/" �http://data.gov.uk/�
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Placing a heading at the bottom of a page with the following text on the next page (insert a page break!) 


Dividing a table or figure 


Submitting an Individual Investigation with pages out of order 


Avoid using contractions? Use "cannot" instead of "can't", "do not" instead of "don't"?


Use third person as much as possible? Avoid using phrases such as "I think", "I guess", "I suppose".








� HYPERLINK "http://data.gov.uk/apps/augmented-crime-scene" �Augmented Crime Scene� app allows you to view UK crimes that have occurred within the last month, up to 1 mile from your current location.


The � HYPERLINK "http://data.gov.uk/apps/crime-stats-quiz" �Crime Stats Quiz� is a fun and quick quiz to test people's perception of crime with the actual statistics. 


� HYPERLINK "http://data.gov.uk/apps/crimefox" �CrimeFox� brings the official statistics on crime to your fingertips.


� HYPERLINK "http://data.gov.uk/apps/crimestatistics" �CrimeStatistics�  uses crime data for postcode comparisons.








Read your Individual Investigation for any content errors. It is a good idea to ask someone else to read it over. Sometimes a second pair of eyes can see mistakes that you missed. Do a spelling and grammar check. 


Reorganize your outline if necessary. Correct all errors that you can spot and improve the overall quality of the paper to the best of your ability. 











