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The Individual Investigation provides candidates with an opportunity to carry out an independent study. The Individual Investigation should extend their knowledge and understanding of an aspect of the Welsh Baccalaureate Core or Options or a topic of personal interest. The topic of the Individual Investigation should be appropriate for the age and ability of candidates. 
The Individual Investigation must be original work and not already submitted/to be submitted for assessment in another qualification e.g. GCSE coursework. If the learner is taking a Principal Learning qualification the topic chosen must be related to the Principal Learning, future employment or study.
The Investigation must be presented in one of the following two ways. 

	Outcome of Individual Investigation
	Evidence required

	Written presentation
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	A written presentation that will normally include graphs, images, statistical tables, diagrams, drawings, etc and should be 1,000 – 1,500 words in length.

	Oral presentation with support materials in either electronic or non-electronic form
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	WJEC witness statement from a teacher, accompanied by copies of materials used in the presentation including a set of speaking notes and other materials used e.g. planning and reflection template, information gathered, bibliography etc. 

Minimum 5 minutes in length. 

It is essential that oral presentations are assessed against the assessment criteria.

	Annotated poster or wall display
	


	The poster and any supportive work, e.g. planning and reflection template, information gathered, bibliography A wall display of about 2 or 3 posters containing text, photographs, newspaper cuttings, etc. The display must be accompanied by evidence of preparatory work e.g. planning and reflection template, information gathered, bibliography. 


                                         Internal Moderation

It is essential that internal moderation procedures take place
to assess candidates' work with different teachers/assessors and
across different teaching groups/vocational programme areas to

ensure that all candidates in the centre have been judged against 
the same standards. The basis for such moderation is a common

understanding of the assessment criteria
	GUIDANCE NOTES FOR ASSESSMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL INVESTIGATION  

FOUNDATION DIPLOMA
This guidance should be used to assist with assessment, including the placement of a candidate's  work in the appropriate band i.e. Good, Middle or Bare pass, having due regard to the standards at the Foundation level.  Assessors should decide which band ‘best fits’ the work of the candidate for each of the assessment criteria and which band ‘best fits’ the work of the candidate overall.


	ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	BARE PASS
	MIDDLE PASS
	GOOD PASS

	Plan, carry out and complete the Investigation.


	(i) (i) with support, identify an appropriate topic and title, including reference to at least one perspective i.e. local/Wales or other country or region; 
	· With support, a suitable topic and title chosen. May be some weaknesses in scope or scale.


	· With support, a suitable topic and helpful title chosen. 
	· With limited support a suitable topic and helpful title is established. 


	(ii) with support use appropriate methods to help them to plan, carry out and complete their Individual Investigation.


	· With support, some basic planning e.g. a straightforward timeline, some basic targets. 


	· With support, some basic and useful planning e.g. a timeline, some helpful targets.

	· Some basic and useful planning e.g. useful timeline, some helpful, appropriate targets.


	Identify, select and use information from sources.



	(i) 
(i) (i) identify, select and reference some relevant sources, including reference to at least one perspective i.e. local/Wales or other country or region; 
	· Some relevant sources are identified, selected and referenced. 
· Sources may be limited in relevance, number and usefulness.
	· A useful number of relevant sources are identified, selected and referenced.

· Sources cover most aspects of cover topic chosen. 
	· A sufficient number of relevant sources are identified, selected and referenced.
· Sources provide good coverage of the topic chosen.

	(ii) identify, select and use some relevant primary and secondary information.


	· A limited amount of relevant information is selected and used.
	· Some relevant Information is selected and used. 


	· Mostly relevant information is selected and used. 




	Present the findings of the Investigation.


	(i) present the findings in an appropriate way;

	· Presents findings in a basic and suitable way.
· Presentation may have some weaknesses e.g. organisation, clarity.
	· Presents findings in a clear and suitable way.
· Presentation mostly successful.


	· Presents findings in a clear, organised and suitable way. 
· Presentation successful with few weaknesses.

	(ii) use some basic skills and techniques; 


	· With some success, uses a limited number of basic skills and techniques. 

	· With some success, uses a number of appropriate and basic skills and techniques.

	· Successfully uses suitable basic skills and techniques.



	(iii) show a basic knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue investigated;

	· Some limited basic knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue.
	· Useful basic knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue.

	· Good basic knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue.



	(iv) include coverage of at least one perspective i.e. local/Wales or other country or region.
	· Basic coverage of the topic chosen with limitations in scope and depth.
	· Satisfactory coverage of the topic chosen with some limitations in scope or depth. 
	· Good coverage of the topic chosen with adequate scope and depth.


	Draw conclusions based on the findings and reflect on their own performance.



	(i)  draw some basic conclusions about the work completed, including reference to at least one perspective i.e. local/Wales or other country or region; 


	· Some basic conclusions about the work completed. 
· May be some weaknesses e.g. some irrelevance, misunderstanding or key points missed.

	· Some basic conclusions about the work completed.
· May be some limitations but key point/s covered. 


	· Some basic and suitable conclusions about the work completed.
· Key point/points covered.



	(ii)  comment on some of the strengths and weaknesses of their own performance. 


	· Some basic comments on the strengths and/or weaknesses of their own performance. 


	· Some basic and useful comments on the strengths and weaknesses of their own performance.

	· Some basic, realistic, and useful comments on the strengths and weaknesses of their own performance. 




CHARACTERISTICS OF PASS AND FAIL IN THE FOUNDATION LEVEL INDIVIDUAL INVESTIGATION 
	PASS
A pass is required in each box.
	FAIL
A fail in any box is a fail overall.

	With support a suitable topic and title is chosen e.g. based on a suitable key question. 

Appropriate reference is made to at least one perspective i.e. local/Wales perspective or other country or region of the world. There is evidence of some helpful and basic planning e.g. a straightforward timeline, targets.


	The topic and title chosen are not realistic or suitable for this level. 
The topic and title are too vague, too challenging and not suitable for Foundation Level. Planning is very weak or non existent with very little evidence of any helpful targets and deadlines having been used. 

	Relevant sources are identified, selected and used. 

Some useful and relevant sources are identified, selected and used e.g. from the internet, questionnaires, books. The information selected from these sources is mostly relevant and adequate to satisfactorily cover the most important aspects of the topic or issue investigated. There is evidence of significant sources having been referenced within the investigation and/or using a bibliography.  


	Sources identified and used are few in number, lack variety, suitability, depth and/or relevance. 

Sources used may be very limited in number, do not adequately cover important aspects of topic or to thin/complex to be useful. The use of sources is simplistic e.g. over use of copy and paste. Little or no evidence of suitable referencing.

	Findings are organised and presented in a basic and suitable way. 
Work presented in a suitable form and length. Written work 1,000 – 1,500 words and presentations at least 5 minutes. A basic knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue investigated is shown, with some limitations acceptable. Satisfactory coverage of the most important aspects. A limited basic number of basic skills and techniques used with some success e.g. ICT, communication. 
	Findings are presented in a limited, disorganised and ineffective way.

Work is not presented in a suitable way.  It may be unduly short of the 1,000 words required or seriously exceeds the 1,500 word limit without justification.  There are serious weaknesses in knowledge and understanding e.g. most important points not adequately covered and/or a serious lack of basic understanding. Sources are often not useful or relevant. Too much Information is copied or lifted from sources without referencing. The skills and techniques used are very limited and often unsuccessful e.g. graphs, images, surveys may be non existent, unsuitable or irrelevant. 

	Some basic conclusions are drawn based on the evidence found and comments made on some of the strengths and weaknesses of their own performance. 
Statements may be basic and need not be detailed, but there should be a clear attempt to comment on some key points of the issue or topic investigated and an attempt to make some limited and useful comments about the their own performance. 


	Conclusions and comments on the strengths and weaknesses of their own performance are inadequate or non existent. 

There is little or no comment on key points of the topic or issue investigated or any genuine attempt to make basic and suitable comments on own performance. Statements made are too brief, unsuitable and/or unrealistic.
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