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Audacity Sound Recorder - Downloading and Setting Up
Duncan Whitehurst - ICT Advisory Teacher Pembrokesh ire County Council 

Audacity is a free piece of audio editing software 
which can be downloaded from the Audacity  
website at http://audacity.sourceforge.net.

5. Browse for a place to save the Audacity installer 
program by clicking on the drop down arrow to the 
right of the Save In box and choose Local Disk C. 

6. Make a new folder on disk C by clicking on the 
folder with a star on it at the top of the window. 

2. Follow the directions on the website to download 
the program. This can be a bit complicated, so 
here’s a step-by-step guide. 

3. Choose a place to download Audacity from, it 
doesn’t matter which one but you can choose UK 
one if you’re feeling nationalistic. 

4. Choose to save the file. 
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7. Name the folder Audacity and click twice on the 
folder to open it. 

11. Audacity will be installed on your computer. 
This is what it looks like. The main controls are 
very simple, much like a tape recorder. 

12. If you want Audacity to save work as MP3 files 
then you have to download the LAME MP3  
encoder from the optional downloads section on 
the download page on the Audacity Website. 

8. Click Save to save the installer program into the 
folder you have made. 

9. When the program has downloaded click on 
Run.

10. The Audacity Setup Wizard starts up. Click 
Next, follow the installation instructions. 
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13. Click on ‘Go to the LAME download page’. 

17. When the program is downloaded click Open. 18. Click on Extract All Files in the next window 
that opens. 

14. Click on any of the lame-3.96.1 installers in the 
next window. 

15. Click on Save in the next window that opens. 16. Choose to save the program in the Audacity 
folder you made earlier. Click on Save. 
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19. The Windows XP Extraction Wizard starts up. 
Click Next 

23. To finish installing the MP3 encoder we have to 
record some sound. Click on the record button at 
the top of the screen and speak into the micro-
phone. Now click the Stop button. 

24. Click on File and Export as MP3. 

20. Choose a folder to extract the LAME MP3  
Encoder to. The Audacity folder you made on disk 
C will be ideal because it will be easy to find later. 

21. Click on Finish. 22. All the LAME MP3 encoder files are now prop-
erly installed in your Audacity folder on disk C. 
Close all of the windows that are open, plug a mi-
crophone into your computer and start up Audacity. 
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25. Save the sound file anywhere you like, My 
Documents will do, type in a file name and click 
Save.

29. Click twice on the folder labelled lame-3.96.1. 30. Click on the file named lame_enc.dll and click 
Open.

26. You will get a message like the one the above. 
The program wants you to find the LAME MP3 en-
coder program for it, say that you will by clicking 
Yes. 

27. Remember you saved the LAME MP3 encoder 
program in the Audacity folder on disk C? Go and 
find it! 

28. Click twice on the Audacity folder to open it. 
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31. Now you can save your recording as an MP3. A 
window opens in which you can type in details 
about the sound file, this is optional. Click on OK. 
The initial set up takes a bit of time, but the good 
news is you only have to do this once. 

32. The other bit of good news is that the Audacity 
website has lots of useful help files if you get stuck. 


